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Mrs. Rose Emerzian comes from Smyrna, Asia-Minor. She 
was the youngest -f her family. They were quite well off un- 
til her father died. Her eldest brother took care of the 
family for some time, but alas’ he fell victim to bronchitis. 
Her eldest sister was already married then. Another sister 
died at the age of seventeen after a long illness. Her sis- 
ter was a very good girl, gentle in disposition and refined. 
So, Rose, after having a primary education had to leave school 
and learn a trade so that she might be able to help her mother. 

Over there; at that time, there was no factory work 
for girlse The girls could be teachers, dressmakers, nurses 
or maidse To be a maid was not considered very respectable. 
Rose had a desire to become a dressmaker. There were a few 
dressmakers in towne Some young girls would go and assist 
them in ordér to learn dressmaking. Downtown, in the stores, 
the merchants used to sell yard goods only. They wouldn't sell 
ready made dressese So everybody had to sew for themselves, or, 
if they couldn't, they would either call a dressmaker into 
their homes or take the goods to a dressmaker to have their 
clothes madee Rose went to heip a dressmaker in their neigh- 
borhood. She had special talent so in about six months she 
knew. enough to work for herself. She was a slim girl, grow- 
ing fast, and everybody though she was older than she actually 
Wase 

The minister of their church had gone to Bourdour for 
his summer vacation. Bourdour is a small town where the Smyrna 
Mission had a church and a school for a small congregatione 


The minister, after he came back, told Rose's mother about a 
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young man, named Avedis, who was t..e son of one of the members of 
the church. He thought it would be a wise thing to make a 

match between the two of theme After he got the mother's consent, 
Rose was sent to Bourdour to get married. A strange place it was, 
away from her family. 

Before we tell of her life, let us give you an idea 
about the town and the customs of its people. 

Bourdour and Sparta, a few miles apart from each other, 
are two twin small towns, surrounded by mountains and sand-dunes. 
Bourdour is situated several miles inland off the port of Adalia 
on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. It was through this part 
of the country that St. Paul made his journey, visiting Ephesus. 
The Smyrna-Aidin Railway which extends as far as Baladis, passes 
near the ancient ruins of Ephesus. You can still see the ruins 
of the amphitheatre and other brokeh statues. 

From the last station the passengers have to travel -in 
horse-wagons to reach Bourdoure Bourdour is a lovely place 
surrounded by fields, orchards, vineyards and rosegardens. 

The houses are mostly simple frame buildings. There there 

were Turks, Greeks and Armenians before the World Ware Only 

a few hundred Armenian families lived there who had migrated 

from Persia a long time agoe They spoke some dialect of 
Armenian which was hard for an outsider to understand. It was 

a mixture of ancient Armenian, Persian and Turkish languages. 

The led a simple life. Some women made oriental rugs on looms at 
homes Almost every well-to-do family had a little home to live 
in, with a small vineyard or a rose gardene Some people got 


fish from Adalia and preserved them in salt for their own use, 


In May they gathered the roses, which have a sweet scent 
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Greek - Rose Emerzian - 3 
and distilled the rose oil in the same Way as whiskey is distilled, 
The merchants made a big profit on it because it is very rare and 
expensivee They grew opium there, tooe The people used the hag- 
hish oil which is obtained from hashish plants, in their foods 

There is a beautiful extensive lake on the east side of 
the town, on the banks of which there are many rose gardens, or- 
chards of peach and sour cherry trees. During the earthquake 
which took place in 1913 many houses wer ruined and many people 
were killed in the ruins. There was such a big tide that many 
acres of land were covered with water. The trunks of the trees 
were buried in the lake. It is Said that the water contains 
arsenice On some special holidays the people used to go there 
for swimming. Once a woman got drowned in that lake. 

‘The women go out on the streets without any hatse Only 
on special holidays or on a wedding day would they display their 
old-fashioned garments and queer hats which had perhaps been ly-~ 
ing on the bottoms of their trunks for years. 

When they go to Turkish baths, especially when they 
have a bride-to-be among them, they hand on a line the fancy em- 
broidered tovdls and garments of the bride to display them. 
They weae some wooden shoes with fancy leather straps studded 
with ivory. They have a regular picnic there. The take with 
them salted fish, beans, salad, etc, That, of course, doesn't 
sound sanitary. 

Ther was a small community of church members, Greeks and 
Armenians together, and the services were performed in the Turk- 
ish language, because the Greeks could speak only Turkis. Costi 


Effendi, a very rich man, Was the main Support of the church, 
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He had a big house where his married sons and daughters lived 
together peacefully. He was a very hospitable man who enter- 
tained 211 the missionary workers that visited the place. 

, Rose was very happy at first. She hed a son named Georgie. 
He mother-in-law, being a naturally quarrelsome person, began to 
find fault with her and tried to moke rouble for her all the tine. 
All toe neighbors were afraid of that women. Her misband, tod, 
when he returned from the village, used to ill-treat her, believ- 
ing his mother. He would get so angry that he would tear the cure 
tains into pieces. LEyen her father-in-law gave her trouble. He 
would make her wash his feet. Once he had kicked her with his 
rough shoes and hit her in the ey¢e The pestor of the place, ; 
seeing her with a bleek eye, wanted to find out tie cause. He knew | 

| 


that she wes inoocent. These conditions continued eo long that 
sese begen to lose har health. She used to get nervous spasms. 
Later her husband went to war. He was in Constantinople, | 

deading a bad Lifee After the war he came back home. The mother-+ a 
in-law tried todander Nose so that her son would be free to 
uarry soneone Slee. | Sometimes, they used to go to the village 
and stay theres Rose was left all alone in the houge without any 
foods So ahe started to pew for people to make a living. once 
robbers got in and whole ail ner clothings 

‘The ..inister, seeing that she couldn*t endure this any | 
longer, sent her bask to giayrnae. They took her c.ild away from 
her so she remained in smyrna @ll alonee Her motier had gone to 
Ameri¢as She did dressmaking and liveds ghe led a miserable life, 
because tices wer» very beds She suffered all kinds of hardships 
and e¢andale At lost, the pastor of the chureh obtained divoree 
papers for her, giving her absolute frecdom. 
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In 1920, her aether helped her to come to America. Whe, 
got to Ellis Island she sent word to her cousins in New York to 
to meet her because she didn’t have enough fare to go to Presno, Cal. 
fornia where her mother lived. She stayed in New York for a month 
until money was sent her for her fares 

When she came off the steamer she had no hat to wear, nor 
even a coat, just an old suitcase with a few belongings. 

After she went to Presno she got married again in a short 
tie. Her life began to be really happy thene Her husband, lr. 
Emerzian,is a strong young man who treats her very tg Rose 
has three healthy boys and a pretty little girl now. 

At first they hud a vineyard in Kingsburg where they lived. 
It was a lovely place and they were very prosperous and lived in 
plenty end comfort. Later, they lost that property because they 
couldn't pay the mortgage So, in 1926, they moved to San Fran- 
ciseo where her sister lived. 

They bought a eleahing and dying storee For a very few 
years they were successfull. But after a while the prices came 
down and also there were Many more stores than ther had beene 
Ther Was another reason, during the depression ready made dresses 
and coats were so cheap sthat people would rather buy new ones than 
have their old cloting reparied. 

Rose, seeing a dresanaker, is a gfcat help in the business. 
At present, they make just anove: for a living. They hope that 
better times will come agains 

Her ci:ildren go to sohial. The eldest boy, Robert, sells 
newspapers. 3 a 

if she had stayed in smyrna, her life would have been ruined 
because after she cane over herp \in i922, all the Christians were 
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‘ia~ilinor. “sayraa was set on fires The people hac 

| to flee for their ‘Lives ss Her son, Georgie, is a tall young man, no. 

living. in athens. He wishes to coms to see his mother, but he can"te 
lire Ruerzian has lived in this country for many years and he 


is a United States citizen who respects the laws of this country. # 
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Mrs. Rose Emerzian cones froa Smyrna, Asia~Minor. she 


Was the youngest .f her family. They were quite woli off un- 


til her father died. Her eldest brother took care of the 
family for some tine, vut alas’ he fell viotim to bronchitic. 
Her eldest sister was aiready aaitried then. Another sister 
died at the age of seventeen after a long iliness. Her sis- 
ter was a Very good girl, gentile in disposition and refined. 
Se, Rose, after having a primary ¢dueation had to leave echoo] 
and learn a trade so that she might be able to help her mothor. 

Over there, at that tine, there was no factory work 
for girls. The girls could be tevdhers, dressmakers, nurses 
OF Dalida» Yo bs a maid was not considered vory reepectabie. 
Rose had = desire to becom « dresumaker. There were a few 
Gressmakers in towne Some young girls would go and assist 
them in ordér to learn dresemaking. Downtown, in the stores, 
the serehants used to sell yard godds only. They wouldn't seii 
ready made dress@ag. So everybody had to sew for themselves, or, 
if they couldn't, they would either call a dressmaker into 
their hones or take the goods to a) draeemsker to have their 
cloties made. Rose wont to he.p dredamaker in their neigh- 
borhoods She had special talent go in about six months she 
knew eneugh to werk for herself. | She was a slim girl, grow- 
ing fast, and everybody though he was glder tuan she actually 
wase ! | 

fhe minieter of their ebureh had vene to Bourdour for 
his suumer vacation. Bourdour is a small) /toum where the sayrr 
Hiesion had a church and a sehood for a saath congregations 
The miniater, after he come back, told Rpaete mother about z 
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SE I ties sis achnnciceun xe-anh onto. cen 
the church. Ha tought it would be a wise thing to make a 

match between the two of them. After ha got the mother's consent, 
Rose was sent to Bourdour to get married. A strange place it was, 
away from her familys 


Before we tell of her life, let us give you an idea 
about the town and the eugtons of its people. 

Bourdour and Sparta, a few miles apart from each other, 
are two twin smali towns, surrounded by mountains and gandedunes. 
Bourdour is situated several miles inland off the port of Adalia 
On the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. It was through this part 
of the country that st. Paul made his Journey, visiting Ephesus. 
The’ Smyrna~Aidin Railway which extends as far as Baladis, passes 
near the ancient ruing at Ephesus. You can still see the ruins 
of the amphitheatre and other brokeh statues. 

Prom the last station the passengers have to travel in 
horsee-wagens to reach Bowrdour. Bourdowr is a lovely place 
surrounied by fields, orphards, Vineyards and rosegardens. 

The houses are sostly simple frame buildings. There there 

were Turks, Greeks and atuenians before the World War. only 

a few hundred armenian familios lived there who had migrated 
from Persia a long time ages They spoke some dialect of | 
Arnenian which Was hard for an outsider to understand. It was 

a mixture of ancient armenian, Persian and Turkish languages. 

The led simple life. sony women made oriental rugs on leona at 
home. Almost every welletomto family had a Little home to Live. 
in, with a small vineyard or a Pose garden.e Some people got 


i fish from Adalia and presorved\then in gait for their own use. 


™ lay they gathered the rosea, which have & sweet seent, 
ary 
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‘The merchants made a big profit om it because it is very rare 
| “expensive. They grew opiua there, too. ‘The people used the h 
hish oil which isc obtained from hashish plants, in their food, 
There is a beautiful extensive lake on the east side of 


the town, on the banks of which there are many rose gardens, or~ 
chards of peach and sour cherry trees. During the curthquake 
which took place in 1913 many houses wer Yruined and many people 
were killed in tie ruling. There was such a big tide that many 
acres of lend were covered with water. The trunks of the trees 
were buried in the lake. It is said that the water contains 
arsenice On some special holidays the people used to go there 
for swimming. Onee a woman got drowned in that lakes 
‘The women go out on the streets without any hats. only 

on special holidays or on a wedding day would they display their 
old-fashioned garmenta and queer Hats which had perhaps been ly- 
ing on the bottoms of their trunka for yearse 

| When they go to Turkish baths, especially when they 
have a bride-to-be among them, they hand on a line the faney em- 
broidered tovis and garments of the bride to display theme 
They wesw some wooden shoes with ‘fanny isather straps studded 
with ivory. They have a regular pisnis theree The take with 
them salted fish, beans, salad, pte. one of course, doesn't 
sound sanitary. 

Ther was a small aur of church members, Greeks and 
Armenians together, and the services were performed in the Turk 
ish language, because the Greeks eould speak only turkis. co 
Effendi, a vory rich many was the main eupvort of the churet . 
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Bote mueralanen ene ck - 4 
He had a big house where his married sons and daughters lived 
together peacefully. He was a very hospitable man who enter- 
tained all the missionary workers that visited the place. 

Rose was very happy at first. She had a son named Georgies 
He mother-in-law, being a naturally quarrelsome person, began to 
find fault with her and tried to make frouble for her all the time. 
All the neighbors were afraid of that womane Her husband, toe, 
when he returned from the village, used to ill-treat her, believ- 
ing his mother. He would get so angry that he would tear the cure 
tains into pieces.e. Eyen her father-in-law gave her trouble. He 
would make her wash his feete Once he had kicked her with his 
rough shoes and hit her in the eyee The pastor of the place, 
seeing her with a black eye, wanted to find out the causee He knew 
that she was innocent. These conditions continued so long that 
Rose began to lose her health. She used to get nervous spasms. 

Later her husband went to ware He was in Constantinople, 
leading a bad life. After the war he came back homes The mother- 
in-law tried todlander Rose so that her son would be free to 
marry someone else. Sometimes, they used to go to the village 
and stay there. Rose was left all alone in the house without any 
foode So she started to sew for people to make a living. Once 
robbers got in and stole all her clothing. 

The minister, seeing that she couldn't endure this any 
longer, sent her back to Smyrna. They took her child away from 
her so she remained in Smyrna all alonee Her mother had gone to 
Americae She did dressmaking and lived. She led a miserable life, 
because tines were very bade She suffered all kinds of hardships 
and scandal. At last, the pastor of the church obtained divorce 


papers for her, giving her absolute freedom, 
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“fornia where her mother lived. she stayed in New York for a month = 
When she came off thao steamer ghe had no hat to wear, nor 
even a Goat, just an old suitcase with « few belongings. 
After she went to Freano she got married again in a short 
ti-@s Her life dDegan to be really happy thom. Her husband, Ur. 
Bmercian,is a strong young man whe treats her very kindly. Rose 
has three healthy boyz and a pretty little girl now. 
_ At firet they hud a vineyard in Kingsburg where they lived. 
It wes a lovely place and thoy were very prosperous and lived in 
plenty and conmforte Later, they lost that property beeause they | 
eouldn't pay the mortgage. Go, in 1926, they noved to San Fran 
cisco whers her sister Liveds | 
They bought a eleaning and dying stores For a very fow | 
years they were successful. Bui after a while the pricas came | 
down and alse there were many more stores than ther had beotne 
Ther Was anotser reason, during the depression ready mide dresses 
and coats were so cheaprthat people would rather buy new ones than 
have their old ¢leoting reparied. 
Reae, being a dresemaker, is a great help in the business. 
At present, they make just aneug: for a livinge They hope that 
better times will come againe 
Her c.iildren go to school. The eldest boy, Robert, sells 
nevwepapers. 
if she had stayed in Smyrns, her life would have been ruined 
_ because after she came over here in 1922, all the Christians were 
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Greek = Rose Emerzian - 6 


drifen out of Asia-Minor. Smyrna was set on firee The people had 


to flee for their lives.m Her son, Georgie, is a tall young man, now 
living in Athens. He wishes to come to see his mother, but he can'te 
Mre Emerzian has lived in this country for many years and he 


is a United States citizen who respects the laws of this countrye 
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Mrs. Rose Emerzian comes from Smyrna, Asia-Minor. she 
Was the youngest -f her family. They were quite well off un- 
til her father died. Her eldest brother took care of the 
family for some time, but alas! he fell victim to bronchitis, 
Her eldest sister was already married then. Another sister 
died at the age of seventeen after a long illness. Her sis- 
ter was a very good girl, gentle in disposition“and refined. 
So, Rose, after having a primary education had to leave school 
and learn a trade so that she might be able to help her mother. 

Over there, at that time, there was no factory work 
for girls. The girls could be teachers, dressmakers, nurses 
or maids» To be a maid was not considered vory respectable. 
Rose had a desire to become a dressmaker. There were a few 
dressmakers in towne Some young girls would go and assist 
them in ordér to learn dressmaking. Downtown, in the stores, 
the merchants used to sell yard goods only. They wouldn't sell 
ready made dresses. So everybody had to sew for themselves, or, 
if they couldn't, they would either call a dresemaker into 
their homes or take the goods to a dressmaker to have their 
clothes made. Rose went to heip a dresgmaker in their neigh- 
borhood. She had special talent so in about six months she 
knew enough to work for herself, She was a slim girl, grow- 
ing fast, and everybody though she was older than she actually 
Wase 

The minister of their chureh had gone to Bourdour for 
his summer vacation. Bourdour is a small town where the Snyrna 
Mission had a church and a school for a small congregation. 


The minister, after he came back, told Rose's mother about a 
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yoinig man; named Avedis, who was t.e son of one of the members of 
the church. He tought it would be a wise thing to make a 

match between the two of them. After he got the mother’s consent, 
Rose Was sent to Bourdour to get married. A strange place it was, 
aWay from her family. 

Before we tell of her life, let us give you an idea 
about the town and the customs of its people. 

Bourdour and Sparta, a few miles apart from each other, 
are two twin smali towns, surrounded by mountains and sand-dunes. 
Hourdour is situated several miles inland off the port of adalia 
om the coast of the Meditérranean Sea. It was through this part 
of the country that st. Paul made his journey, visiting Ephesus. 
The Smyrna-Aidin Railway which extends as far as Baladis, passes 
near the ancient ruins of Ephesus. You can still see the ruins 
of the amphitheatre and other brokeh statues. 

From the last station the passengers have to travel in 
horse-wagons to reach Bourdour. Bourdow’ is a lovely place 
surrounded by fieids, orchards, vineyards and rosegardens. 

The houses are mostly simple frame buildings. ‘There there 

were Turks, Greeks and Armenians before the World War. Only 

a few hundred armenian families lived there who had migrated 

from Persia a long time ages They spoke some dialect of 

Armenian which was hard for an outsider to understand. It was 

a@ mixture of ancient Armenian, Persian and Turkish languages. 

The led » simple life. Some women made oriental rugs on looms at 
home. Almost every well-to-do family had a little home to live 
in, with a small vineyard oF a rose garden» Some people got 
fish from Adalia and prdeorved thea in salt for their own use. 
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Greek = Rose Enerzian - 3 

and distilled the rose ofl in the same way as whiskey is dis, 
tis merohante wade a big profit on 1t beesuse 1% ip very rare 
expensive. They grew opium there, too. The people used the has- 
hish oil which is obtained from hashish plants, in their food, 

( There is a beautiful extensive lake on the east side of 


‘the town, on the banks of which there are many rose gerdens, or- 
eharde of peach and sour cherry trees. During the earthquake 
which took place in 1913 many houses wer ruined and many people 
wore killed in the ruins. There was such a big tide that many 
apres ef land were covered with water. The trunks of the trees 
vier buried in the lake. It is said that the water contains 

* sbeandias On some special holidays the people used to go there 
for swimming. Onee a woman got drowned in that lake, 

The women go out on the streets without any hats. Only 
om special holidays or on a wedding day would they display their 
old-fashioned garments and queer hats which had perhaps been ly- 
ing on the bottoms of their trunks for years» 

When they go to Turkish baths, especially when they 
have a bride-to-be among them, they hand on a line the faney em- 

“broidered tovds and garments of the bride to display thems 
They weae some wooden shoes with fancy leather straps studded 
with ivory. They have a regular picnic there. ‘The take with 
them salted fish, beans, salad, ete. That, of course, doesn't 
sound sanitary. 

Ther was a small community of church members, Greeks and 

Armenians together, and the services were performed in the Turk~ 
ish language, because the Greeks could spsak only Turkis. Costi 

‘Effendi, a wery rich man, was the main support of the church, 
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Rose Emerzian - Greek + 4_ | | * 
He had a big house where his married sons and daughters lived \ 
together peacefully. He was a very hospitable man who enter- f 
tained ail the missionary workers that visited the place. 

. Rose was very happy at first... She hed a son named Georgie. 
He mother-in-law, being a naturally quarrelsome person, began to 
find fault with her and tried to make frouble for her all the time. 
All the neighbors were afraid of that womans Her husband, toe, 
when he returned from the village, used to ill-treat her, beliey- 
ing his mother. He would get so angry that he would tear the cur- 
tains into pieces. Exyen her father-in-law gave her trouble. He 
would make her wash his feet. Once he had kicked her with his 
rough shoes and hit her in the eye. The pastor of the place, 
seeing her with a black eye, wanted to find out the cause. He knew 
that ghe was insotent. These conditions continued so long that 
Rose began to lose her health. She used to get nervous spasmse 

Later her husband went to war. He was in Constantinople, 
leading a bad life. After the war he came back home. The mother- 
in-law tried to dander Rose so that her son would be free to 
merry someone alse. Sometimes, they used to go to the village 
and stay there. Rose was left all alone in the house without any : 
food. So she started to sew for people to make a living. Onee | 
robbers got in and stole all her clothing, 

‘The sinister, seeing that she couldn't endure this any | 
longer, sent her back to Smyrnae They took her ciild away from 
her so she remained in Smyrna all alonee Her mother had gone to 
Americae She did dressmaking and lived. she led a miserable life, | 

because tives were very bade She suffered all kinds of hardships | 
| and scandal. At lest, the pastor of the church obtained divorce 
papers for her, giving her absoiute freedom, iy 
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Greek - Rose Emerzgian = 5 | 4 
In 1920, her mother helped her to come to Americae When she i" 
got to Ellis Island she sent word to her cousins in New York to come 
to meet her because she didn't have enough fare to go to Fresno, Cali- 
fornia where her mother lived. She stayed in New York for a month 
until money was sent her for her fares 
When she came off the steamer she had no hat to wear, nor 
even a coat, just an old suitcase with a few belongings. 
After she went to Fresno she got married again in a short 
tie. Her life began to be really happy then. Her husband, Mr. 
Emerzian,is a strong young man who treats her very Kindly. Rose 
has three healthy boys and a pretty little girl now. 
At first they had a vineyard in Kingsburg where they lived. 
It was a lovely place and they were very prosperous and lived in 
plenty and comfort. Later, they lost that property because they 
couldn't pay the mortgagee So, in 1926, they moved to San Fran- ) 
cisco where her sister lived. 
They bought a cleaning and dying store. For a very few 
years they were successful. Bui after a while the prices came 
down and also there were many more stores than there had beene 
Ther: was another reason, during the depression ready made dresses 
and coats were so cheapmthat people would rather buy new ones than 
have their old cloting reparied. 


Rose, being a dressmaker, is a great help in the business, 


a ee ae 


At present, they make just enough for a living.e They hope that 


better times will come againe 


Her children go to school. The eldest boy, Robert, sells 


newspapers. 


If she had stayed in Smyrna, her life would have been ruined 


because after she came over here in 1922, all the Christians were 
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on the weste A | end southerly shores of Greece, I was born 


between two large sities, nt not in any city, and not too near 
one, and again, dot deo nea the other. It is not so good to be 
born in a city, angina when I was a boy my earliest love was 
boats. Boats=-I/ ‘am nuts over boats. And if you've lived in 
Greece fortystwo years ard, you would easily know the reason 
for ee. ‘especially if youre lived on the sovth and west of the 
mainland , | 

The creams, the lavender and the blackest of creens that 
flash out from the vast fot vermenan as the dawn comes up and 
out of. Turkeys ‘And the ‘ents ‘of the fishermen, all creys ageinst 
a curtain of a thousand) lied of redeeess Sut then, I am an artist 
and perhaps you'do not understtend? Yes, I learned to love color 
as 4 smelt boy and there; ‘ts nb color on earth, even today, such 
as there is in that oirtiat ght of philosophers, artists, and 
ergftsmeny my land, my tlowe ‘the nest from which I have flown and 
to whieh I shall never returns Ah, I am too old, you see, I've 
grown ou so quickly, fe | a short year mo e and it 1s sixty 
years Ainwe ny croatian nother bore még gave me to the world,-- 
| and wat aworldg / \ 

(ty earliest Aove was eieie then came books, Pooks I have 
stoleng borrowed, 7 Caer ad begged. Books I have traded, yes, 
I traded, ay shoes, the very ‘ttret pair, for an old copy of Plato 
in. Seeek, of course, but tenn, one deew not need shoes anywaye 
It was through these books that I began to love people, all kinds 
of people, good and bade It was through them that I came to Arnere 
ica, the lend of. Denperacy, the the rovermment of the peoples Some 
day this may be re Yes, I still love people ami perhaps moe so 
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now that I have become old, What a pity to be old and unable 

to do great work, because of the narrowness and hypoericy all 
areund young But I have fatth in the people, of this my land by 
choice ani adoption, and all my prayers, to whatever Cod there be, 
are that this faith be not unfounded, 


4 


pho 
wes 
yd beat ow ‘sia? to staoie one ah ft a a 
. : . as 
ad eter $800 tovetaitw of 52 TOYRTG Bae Ifa! bere ae 


ebodave tai ton od ato et 


On the weste n and southerly shores of Greece, I was born 
between two large cities, but not in any city, and not too near 
one, and again, not too near the other, It is not so good to be 
born in a city, anyway. When I was a boy my earliest love was 
boats. Boats--I am nuts over boats, And if you've lived in 
Greece forty-two years &ZG,y you would easily tmow the reason 
for this, especially if you'd lived on the sovth and west of the 
mai nlands 

The creams, the lavenders and the blackest of greens that 
flash out from the vast Mediterranean as the dawn comes up and 
out of Turkey§$ And the sails of the fishermen, all greys against 
a curtain of a thousand hues of redeese$ But then, I am an artist 
and perhaps you do not understand? Yes, I learned to love color 
as a small boy and there is no color on earth, even today, such 
as there is in that birthright of philosophers, artists, and 
crgftsmen, my land, my home, the nest from which I have flown and 
to which I shall never returne Ah, I am too old, you seé, I've 
grown old so quickly, just a short year mo e and it is sixty 
years since my Croatian mother bore n@, gave me to the world,-- 
and what a world! 

My earliest love was boats, then came books, Books I have 
stolen, borrowed, bought and begged. Books I have traded, yes, 

I traded my shoes, the very first pair, for an old copy of Plato 
in Greek, of course, but tehn, one doew not need shoes anyway e 

it was through these books that I began to love people, all kinds 
of people, good and bad, It was through them that I came to Anere 
ica, the land of Demcracy, the covernment of the peoples Some 


day this may be so, Yes, I still love people and perhaps moe so 
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| _ Row that I have become old. What a pity to be old and unable 
: to do great work, because of the narrowness and hypocricy all 


De, around you$ But I have fatth in the people, of this uy land by 
| 
choice arnt adoption, and all my prayers, to whatever Sod there be, 
are that this faith be not unfounded 
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i: iujeot : G. Vasilianos (male) be bi 


y u 


Nationality : Greek 
Age 
Condition : unmarried, 


Status ; owner of coffee-shop in San Francisco 


5 mA y History : Subj ect was born in Hagion, Morea, Greece, Ythe district 

; ity be known as Sparta}. His father was and is,customs-officer 
a > of a small Greek port, his mother the daughter of a well- 
Y 


to-do farmer living in town. 


He has two brothers, now in the Greek army. His family 
is still living in Greece, in the Piraeus, the port of 
Athens. 


G. ran away from home at the age of twelve and got as far 
ie as Paris, spending about six months travelling. He was 
fe caught by the police and returned to his parents. 


ro = 
ilo Bpent a few years in Italy, doing odd jobs, travelling. 


ne. 
At the age of he came to this country, partly because 
. of a desire to travel, partly to escape military service, 
fer which he would soon have been eligible *8rtly to earn 
his ow living in a new land. He came to New York Gity, where 
he lived for some time. 


A few years later he came to San Sees Bee: where he hee bees 


ery ever since .~fikse LEY lord 
J 
Former status : Middle-class family, they lived in Piraeus most of the 


time. G. remembers the life there very well, especially their 
conditions when they lived in Sparta. 


Being of middle-class they did not work as did farmers; they 
lived fairly well, though there were richer classes above them 
; in the same village. His older brothers entered the army at 
aa an early age, but he refused. He studied in the schools and 
Bi was an able pupil. He studied to become an actor and a singer. 


G. described the cénditions of life in Sparta as being of 
less than average American level of living. they had gas 
lights, a servant, their own home; but they entered into the 
village festivals and sports of their countrymen. Remembers 

_ Well the festivals in the fall and in the spring. His family 

| and neighbors seemed well acqwinted with Grecian history and 

20000 ancient achievements in arts, wars, etc. 
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i “Present status : G. now is owner of a small coffee-shop in San #rancisco. 
ati } ‘He is only fairly well-off, and plans to go out of business 
fa? in a month or less. His shop consists of one large room, 
: full of marble-top tables and iron chairs. At the far end ‘ 
is a raised platform on which musicians sit playing GreC&dh— af 
and Turkish instruments. In the rear is a little kitchen, - 
from which is served food and drink of a distinctively 7. 
sal 


De 
PA 


oriental character. 


His patrons are all Greek and speak English poorly. ‘They 
drink Turkish coffee and a liquer 'mastica' ahs | 
'resina’, a Greek wine with rosin in ite dks s milk cheesegud- 
pine nuts. t ti 


Mostly men attend; a woman sings Me the orchestra of four 
pieces. Fromten to midnight patrons come, talk, and often ce 
dence old@reek folk dances. : 


Pe Hs 
i - Education : G. is extremely well educated in Greek language, history, 
; aniarts. He has a large library of Greek authors, ancient 
a and modern. He is intimately familiar with Homer, Plato, By 
oak a Aristotle, the tragedians, and contemporary Greek work. ; 
y 


He knows Dente, Virgil, and Ovid in Greek translations. 


He has acted a great deal in this country. He sang for a 
_ time with the San Carlos Opera Co. In San francisco he and 

9 group of friends regularly put on Greek plays. He made a | 
tren slation of a play of Moliere into modern Greek angacted f 
in it. He has read many modern dramatis 


uy 


All his education was receiv in the old country. He reads \4 
English fairly well, speaks poorly, probably due to there being | 
little need for btfi to kmewit. to beter. | 


He discusses, very intelligently,modern political and economic 
questigz 8, Somewhat hampered by a lack of knowledge our 
instytutions. 


He is an American citizen. Maa not fight in the war. 


Attitudes : ia fond of Greece and its customsy yet likes this country 
better for rather vague reasons. He feels that life over here 
is larger and somehow better, one can get more out of life. 
One lives better also, economically and physically. 


He is sta@ifl about the depression, sad to have to go out of 
business, yet Posi gned and tolerant. 


i! ath FHe sings very well, belongs to a singing club, also an acting 
"1 Vp grote. 
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G. has retained ,to a sirprising degree heSGreek habits of 

life. He eats Greek food and drinks the familiar wines. He 

eats with other Greeks in their own places, where they pete spe Ue 
Greek and discuss their own\countries politics and affairs. 


He does not come in ft ontact with Americans and so finds 
it rather unimportant to know English well. 


He is very proud of his knowledge of the ie Greeks and 
their works, and knows much of Homer and the tragedians by heart. 
He is fairly widely read in contemporary drama when translated 
into his language. He speaks highly of men like Pirandello, 
and he knows whole scenes from his plays. 


Practically all of his patrons sponk(ereek and few Americans 
patronize his coffee-shop. They talk Greek at all times, the 
Signs in the windows are Greek, and newsboys sell Greek papers. 


Greek food Biles... maintained in their public and private 
eating, even being imported from Greece; e.g. rosin-flavored 
wine, Greek olives, pine nuts pické®d in salt, ete. They make 

their coffee and lag old country recipes. 


He dislikes the Turks heartily, calls them 'tartars'. Yet much 


of the music he plays is Turkish, their cof fee tr om Turkey. 


History (continued) G. has had a most interesting and comples life in this 

country. He travelled from New York to San francisco across 
country, stopping in various cities and towns, doing odd jobs. 
The time interval was about five to seven years. He was at 
different times,\ scene changer in opera, singer in opera, 
professional actor, professional gambler, professional wrestler, 
farm laborer, grocery clerk, waiter. 


Early in the "20s, he returned to Greece for a short time and 
married a Grecian woman. He has a child, now 8&5 rs old. His 
wife and he are separated, she now being en route to Greece for 
a visit. So various were his jobs and so irregular in hours he 
says that he and she never had a regular meal together in their 
married life. 
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On the ai whi and southerly shores of Greece, I was born 
between two large adbeey but not in any city, ae not too near’ 
one, and again, not too near the other, It is not so good to be 
born in a city, anywaye When I was a boy my earliest love was 
boats, Boats--I am nuts over boats, And if you've lived in 
Greece forty-two years ago, you would easily know the reason 
for this, especially if you'd lived on the south and west of the 
mainlande 

The eld the lavenders and the blackest of greens that 
flash out from the vast Mediterranean as the dawn comes up and 
out of Turkey] And the sails of the fishermen, all greys against 
a curtain of a thousand hues of redeeeseS But then, I am an artist 
and perhays you do not understand? Yes, I learned to love color 
as a small boy and there is no color on earth, even today, such 
as there is in that birthright of philosophers, artists, and 
craftsmen, my land, my home, the nest from which I have flown and 
to which I shall never returner Ah, I am too old, you seeég I've 
grown old so quickly, just a short year mo e and it is sixty 
years since my Croatian mother bore me, gave me to the world,-- 
and what a world] 

My earliest love was boats, then came books. Books I have 
stolen, borrowed, bought and begged. Books I have traded, yes, 

I traded my shoes, the very first pair, for an old copy of Plato 
in Greek, of course, but tehn, one does not need shoes anywaye 

It was through these books that I began to love people, ail kinds 
of people, good and bad, It was through them that I came to Aner» 
ica, the land of Democracy, the government of the peoples. Some 


day this may be so. Yes, I still love people and perhaps mare so 
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4. . Peter pheafelactopoulos was born in Deakopton, Eagialias, 
Greecee He is a little, worn working man, round-headed, low- 
browed, round-eyed, with a hard skull and pachydermatic skin, 
creased with labor and seriousnesse He is quiet, so inarticu- 
late that he can scately get a word off his tongue, but he is 
intent, determined, and unafraid. 

His fatherwas a farmer who owned a few acres on which he 
raised grapes, figs and orgngese He had no schoolinge His 
father died when he was five. When he was ten years old, he 
herded sheep, and when he was gixteen he went to work on the 
farme The few acres were divided between four brotherse 

One brother came to the United States and Peter followed 
him. He worked in St. Louis, Missouri for many years aS a seC-~ 
tion hands The war came, and he was drafted, but so late that 
the Armistice was signed befor he had to servee He worked in 
Salt Lake City for some tiue on the railroads While thre, he 
tried to take out citizenship papers but the United States head 
examiner, a certain Sullivan, would not give him his papers 
without a bribe of twenty dollars which Peter did not have. 

He participated in a strike in 1922, was taken back on 
the railroad, but was fired on some pretext in 1924. He got 
part time work in the shops, off and on, in Salida, Colorado. 
Then he went to Pueblo, Nevada and worked in the smelter. 

Until he came to Colorado, he had never had socialistic 
thoughts nor tendencies. He h ard, once in a while, from other 
men, of the revolutionary movement, but this just casually, and 


it didn't impress him. Finally, he made a decision of his own 


accord. No one had given him any explanation of the revolue 
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Greek - Peter - 2 

tionary movement, and no one had tried to convince him. He 

saw "crooks", he saw starvation, and he saw through the ware The 

war Was a "boss's war", and not his or any other individual's. 

The war Was not the war of his country. “phe workers haven't got 

any country." He joined the Communist Partyof his own volition. 
He tried to get work in San Francisco but got a job for 

a few days only» He had $800 in Greece, sent for it, but because 

the exchange rate was low he lost $260. He lived on this. money 

until 1932. After that a friend trusted him and helped hime 

He went on relief two months ago. He has no family. “If you 


cantt live right, how can you support a family?" 
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Peter Theafelactopoulos was born in Deakopton, Bagialias, 
Greeces He is a little, worn working man, round-headed, low~- 
browed, round-eyed, with a hard skull and pachydermatie skin, 
oreased with laber and seriousness. He is quiet, so inarticu- 
lste that he ean seapely get a word off his tongue, but he is 
intent, determined, and unefraid. 

His fatherwas a farmer who owned a few acres on which he 
raised grapes, figs and orgngese He had no sehooling. His 
father died when he was five. When he was ten years old, he 
herded sheep, and when he was sixteon he went to work on the 
farm. The few acres were divided between four brotherse 

One brother came to the United States ond Peter followed 
him. He worked in St. Louis, Missouri for many years as a sete 
tion hande The war came, and he was drafted, but so late that 
the Armistice was signed befor he had to sorv@e He worked in 
Salt Leke City for some tise on the railroad. While thre, he 
tried to take out citizenship  ,apers but the United States head 
examiner, a certain Sullivan, would not give him his papers 
without a bribe of twenty dollars which Peter did not have. 

He participated in a strike in 1922, was taken back on 
the railroad, but was fired on some pretext in 1924- He gor 
part time work in the shops, off and on, in Salida, Colorado. 
Then he went to Pueblo, Nevada and worked in the smelter. 

Until he came to Colorado, he had never had socialistic 
thoughts nor tendencies. He h ard, once im a while, from other 
men, of the revolutionary movement, but this just casually, and 


it didn't impress him. Finally, he made a decision of his own 
_ sacord. No one had given him any explanation of the revolue 
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tionary movement, and no one had tried to convince him. He 

saw "crooks", he saw starvation, and he saw through the ware The 

War Was a "boss's war", and not his or any other individual's. 

The war Was not the war of his countrye “The workers haven't got 

any country." He joined the Communist Paryof his own volition. 
He tried to get work in San Franeisce but got a job for 

a few days only. He had $800 in Greece, sent for it, but because 

the exchange rate was low he lost $260. He lived on this money 

until 1952. <After that a friend trusted him and helped him. 

He went on r lief two months ago. He has no family. “If you 


can't live right, how can you support a family?* 
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Peter Theafelactopoulos was born in Deakopton, Gagialias, 
Greece. He is a little, worn working many round-headed, lows 
browed, roundeeyed, with a hard skull and pachydermatie skin, 
ereased with labor and aeriousnese+ He is quiet, se inarticu- 
late that he can seaeely get a word off hia tongue, but he is 
intent, determined, and unafraid. 

_ Hs fatherwas a farmer who owned a few acres on which he 
raised grapes, figs and orgnges.s He had mo schoolinge His 
father died shen he was fige. ‘hen he was ten yeurs old, he 
herded sheep, and when he wag sixteen he went to work on the 
farme The few acres wore civided betwoon four brotherse 

One brother eame to the United States ond Peter followed 
hime He worked in St. Louis, Missour’d for many years as a sete 
tion hands The war came, ond he was drafted, but go late tiat 
the Armistice was signed befor he had to servee He worked in 
Salt Leke City for some tice on the railroad. While thre, he 
tried to take out citizenship .apers but the United States head 
examiner, 4 certain Sullivan, would not give him his papers 
without a bribe of twenty dollara which Peter did not have. 

‘He participated in a strike in 1922, was taken back on 
the railroad, but was fired on some pretext in 1924. He got 
part tine work in the shops, off and on, in Salida, Colorado. 
Then he went to Pueblo, Nevada and worked in the smelter. 

Until he ¢ome to Colorado, he had never had socialistic 
thoughts nor tendencies. He h ard, once in a while, from other 
men, of the revolutionary movenent, but tiia just casually, and 
it didn’t impress him, Finally, he made a decision of hie own 
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Bf a‘ war was & agi war”, and not hie or any other individual's. 
«The war was not the war of his country. °The workere haven't got 


any country." He joined the Cowmuniest Pertyof hie own volition. 


He tried to get work in Sun Franeisce but got a joe for 
a few days only.s He had 9800 in Greece, sent for it, but because 


the exchange rate was low he lost $260. He lived on tuis money 


until 1938. after thet a friend trusted him and helped hime 


He went on r lief two months agoe He has ne family. "If you 


gacntt Live right, how gan you suppert a fomily?" 
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ir. Pe was born in Smyrna, Asia-Minor, sixty-three years ago. 


This city had a population of approximately 250,000 people at that 
tine. 

Mr. Pe wished i distinetly unddrstood that he was Greek and 
not Turkish. Je, of course, understand that Asia-Minor was under 
Turkish rule for quite a period of time and that thraugh inter. 
marriage, etc, there were many people with Turkish blood. P. 
“elaimg that the Turks are the "barbarian influence" of Asia-Minor 
and entirely responsible for the lack of progress,which was very 
true at the time Mr. P. left that country. In fact this was one 
of the main reasons why P. left Asia-Minor for Ame®iea, as will 
shortly be revealed. He, himself, claims to be pure Greek, of 
which he ig ve y proud, and he sows « poorly coneeled disdain 
for the Turks. 

Pe had three brothers and two sisters. None of them atten« 
ded schoole Schooling in Smyrna was not for the laboring man and 
his family, unless he had money and plenty of it, which was highly 
improbable, even for a craftsman. There were no public schools-. 
they were all more or less private, and the fees were quite high, 
limiting the facilities to the @oneyed class. The government of- 
ficials, in general, did not approve of Widespread education. Pp. 
attributes this feeling to the ulterior motives of the Turkse He 
Claims that the Turks have always used the "elub of ignorance" to 
subjugate the messese To Continue, Pe did not reacive the benefit 
of an education. Up until the time wwhen he Was twelve years of 
age his day was spent in playing and doing household chores. His 
father was a tin-smith and owned a tineshépe At eight years of age 
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P would spend a few hours of the day around the shop. However, 
he was too young to learn much until he was twelve When he was 
twelve, the fooling stopped and his life began in carneste Pe 
went to his father's shop early in the day and returned home 
late at night. When I asked his how many hours a day he worked 
he replied: "Hours? My friend, that depended upon the sun, we 
worked not bb hours; we worked from the rise of the sun until 
darkness forced us to drop our toolse" P. stated that his 
father made a living, just a living, and that is all. He 

never knew of his saving any money. By the time he reached 
his severbenth birthday, FP. had thoroughly learned his trade. 
His father then sent him out to try to secure jobs for both 

of theme He got very few, but between hi and his father they 
managed to find enough work to keep the father, Pe. and his 
brother busy. The brother soon became disgusted and ran away 
to Constantinople. The other brother went to work in the kite 
chen of a restaurant and the last brother became an apprenticé 
Waiter. P's average Wage was equal to about thirty cents a day 
in American moneys He, of course, reedived no money himself, 
it all weit towards the support of his family. 

At the age of twenty-two P married a girl withwhom he 
had played as a child--a Greek girl. He had courted her under 
the watehful eye of her parents for a year. What P had to say 
about courtship in that section of Asia»Minor was interesting. 
"When you once decide to gaurt a girl it is the same as marry- 
ing her, and if you do not marry her you are both disgraced 
and sometines there are dangerous results in the way of repré- 


sals, mostly directed at the girl by her own family. Really, 
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; a sox ze Pe S sili liane meee 
ther. is no such thing as changing your mind and breaking off 
engagements such as is the common practice tn america.* Two 
years after P was matried he became the father of a sons 
_-P had been working hard and mamaging to get along, not 

averaging more than an amount equal to fifty cents a day in 
American money but he becume more and more disgusted with his 
Condition of life ae each day passed. The corruptness of the 
government and ite constant attempt to levy high taxes on the 
nost ridiculous things Was a constant threat to a man's peace 

of minds Por instance, Ff says that a yearly tax for garbage 
removal was levied upon everyone despite the fact that they had 
alreayd paid for gurbage removal throughout the year. He said 
that “tax collectin " was one of the major sporte of the eountry 
and that it wae rivalled only by tie sport of evading taxes. 

fie gaya that we in this country are totally ignorant of the art 
| of lyinge To witness g work of art we should hear an inhabitant 
of ASiaeMinor denying his identity to a vigorous "fee bagis" 
Golieetor. F had much to say concerning the police--8 poli¢eman 
Was Usually a man of means in Smyrna--that is, he became a man 
of means after becosing a policemane He said that robberies 
have always been frequent ther:. The police placed heavy 
stress upon this long existent condition and used it as a means 
of grafte That is, the law required each citizen to pay the 
policeman in his distriet a cash fee monthly to protect his 
home. The policeman carried a long leaded cane which he was 
supposed to rap upon the sidewalks at frequent intervals during 

the night as @ signal that "all was well". P gays that tiis 


signal was more generally used by tie policeman to inform the 
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Greek = P - 4 
robbers know that he was about in the hope that if there were 
any robberies going on the culprits would at least be quiet 
and‘ net cause him to engage in physical combat, as physical 
combat was not generally relished by the police. Now comes 
the citizen who does not believe that the policeman earnes his 
money and says, "No, I will not pay you, I will guard my own 
housee" A very few nights later the citizen’s house is rane- 
sacked, he goes to court to make his complaint, the Gourt says: 
"What! You do not pay your policeman?" and very promptly 
fi es the poor citizen a nice little sum of money. P stated 
that he had heard of private police racketeering in this coun- 
try sometimes, but he said "Ah, it never could, in hundred s 
of years approach the efficient way it was worked in my home~ 
dend, with the full cooperation of the authorities.’ 

in 1896 P's brother-in-law arrived in Smyrna on a visit 
from San Francisco. This brother+in-law, also Greek, owned 
a restaurant in San Francisco and ha. been quite successful 
during his few short years away from Smyrna. During the visit, 
P had been convinced hy the brother-in-law that he should 
comé to Americae However, P had no money to pay his passage 
or get started in the new country. Therefore, an agreement 
was made between P and the brother-in-law that the latter 
would pay P's passage to New York andfare to San Frandisco 
and that P could repay him by working in his restaurant at 
the rate of $1 a day until the debt was worked out. The bro- 
ther-in-law neglected to tell him t.at he would algo charge 
him interest at the rate of ten percente FP found out about 


the interest later on, but never complained. P said goodbye 


to his family and made arragements for them to live with 
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Greek = P= 5 
| his father, telling them that he would send for them just as soon 


as he had enough money saved to pay their passage also, that he 
would gend his father money for their board. With all arrange- 
ments made, P sailed for New York with his brother-in-law on 
the White Star liner Adriatic. That was the last time he sav 
Smyrnae 

Upon arriving in San Franciseo, P started to work imae- 
diately, washing dishes in his brother-in-law's restaurant on 
Valencia Street. The hours were long and the work hard but he 
was quite satisfied and thought it a good enough job inasmuch 
as he did not speak English. His main thought was to learn 
English so that he could get a better jobe He showed quite an 
aptitude for cooking, so after the first year he was promoted 
to cooking with a raise in salarys He was finally made chef. 
Before two years had passéd, P was making a salary of $25 per 
week which, in t.ose days, was quite a bit of money, even in 
this country, not to mention what it would amount to in Smyrna. 
He had paid back his debt with interest, had saved money, so 
he then forwarded funds to his wife so that she and the c..ildren 
(a girl had been born shortly after his departure from Smyrna) 
could come immediately to San Francisco, which they did, via 
New Yorke 

P worked as chef in his brother-in-law's restaurant for 
four years from the tive he had landed heree At the conclusion 
of the four years, the brother-in-law sold the restaurant and 
P was out of a jobs He immediately secured another one as cook, 
bartender, waiter and general handy man in a small saloon on 


Third Street. He says that this was the toughest gob ever, he 


worked long heurs and came across the world's to ghest charac 
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“terse He had to be his om ‘bouncer! and being of small stature, 
he had hig hands full. He says he saw to it, bb various meang, 
that he never lost a decision in bouncing the tougha-«had he lost 
one decision, the place would have been 'fingered* or tehalkedt 
which m@an® that every bum in town would have come in to run 
oVer Rine # worked in this saloon seven years, at the end of 
which tise, .the saloen went out of bualness. His next move wae 
$0 the Auerican Can Company to pursue his trade of tineamithing 
and ha has been employed by them ever since. During the war he 
made as high aa 915 per day, working six and seven days per 
wed@ke In San Froncisee hie wife gave birth to wo boys cad a 
girls One boy was born in 1910, the other in 1911 and the 
Seconda daughter in 1915, making « toteald five children including 
the two born in Sayrnae The mother died a few y ors after the 
birth of her daugher.» ; 

Mire ? performed a remarkable feat in raising his familys 
He kept them all] in echool, worked every day of hie life full 
time, washed all their clot es and pr pared their meala along 
with all the other household duties. At the oresent time he has 
two daugMera married and hig three sone are eupieyed in good 
positiong.e One of them, the eldest is married and las two chile 
drene The other two are single and living at home with ©. 
They are both high school graduates ef Polytechuie here in can 
francisee and were etar football players on She high schoo] teat. 
One of the boys had a very flattering offer tron a nearby univere 
eity to play football for them in exenange for an education, but 
he would not leave hisfather which Mrs. P considers a great trie 
| bute, inasmuch as he tried to mauke the boy take up the offer. 
? does not work very much now, perhaps three or four doys a 
month, It is not due to inability as he 4s a very active man 
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Cally and mentally. It is due to « widespread condition, — ; 
no business. 

Py in 1926, had saved $7,600. He had this amount in 
Gughe-1t represented hie life savings after having raised a 
large fanily. He invested his money turaugh the advice of a. 
banker+~-he tells you very forcefully, a banker--in common 
“stocks such ag Central Public gervice, Mid-Vest Utilities, ete. 
They are all wort.less now. He has nothing left. He is not 
bitter ve aii, saying that he gambled and lost, which is whet 
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he should have expected. He mer ly shrugs bie shoulders and 
gmilese The only t ing he is slightly bitter about is that a 
banker should have advised his to invest in this type of common . 
stock instead of, at least, in bonds. Also, he guys that if 
a fake stock salesman had taken him down the line he would 
laugh even hurder and curse hivself for being a fool. But, as 
he fecls now, the only siigtt resentment he may have againt 
anyone is pointed at bankers. He does not believe in stricter 
reguiartions, however, for protecting people's mongye He thinks 
that the laws are all right now but he believes in better educa~ 
tion to keep people from becoming fools. His philosophy upon 
this one subject was very interesting and showed keen insight. 
Adil in all, he is very happy over the future and feels that his 
Life hes been a happy one. 

P has never beco e an american citigen, neither hae the 
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Mrs Pe was born in smyrna, ASia-llinor, sixty-three years ago. 


This city had a population of approximately 250,000 people at that 
tine. : 

fir. Pe wished i distinetly unddrateod that he was Greek and 
not Turkish. “e, of course, understand that Asia-Minor was under 
Turkish rule for quite a period of time and that thraugh inter+ 
marriage, etc, there were many people with Turkish bleed. PF. 
@laims that the Turks are the "barbarian influence" of Asia-linor 
and entirely responsible for the lack of progress,which was very 
true ot the time Mr. P. left that country. In fact this was one 
of the main reasons why P. left Asia-ifinor for amomiea, as will 
shortly be revealed. He, himself, claims to be pure Greek, of 
which he ig ve y proud, and he sows « poorly conceded disdain 
for the Turks. 

Pe had three brothers and two sisters. None of them atten« 
ded school. Schooling in Smyrna was not for the laboring man and 
his fumily, unless he had money and plenty of it, which was highly 
improbable, even for a craftemane There were no public schools-- 
they were all moro or less private, and the fees were quite high, 
limiting the faciiities to the @oneyed classe The government of- 


ficials, in general, did not approve og Widespread education. P. 
attributes this feeling to the ulterior motives of the Turkse He 


Giaims that the Turks have always used the "club of ignorance" to 
subjugate the masses. To continue, P. did not reesive the benefit 
| of an education. Up until the time wwhen he was twelve years of 
age his day was spent in playing and doing household chores. His 
father was a tinesmith and owned a tineshép.e At eight years of age 
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P would spend a few hours of the day around the ghope However, 
| he was too young to learn much until he was twelve When he was 

twelve, the fooling stopped and hia life began in carneste Pe 

went to hie father's shop early in the day and returned home 


date at night. then I asked his how many hours a day he worked | 
he replied: "How's? My friend, that depended upon the sun, we | 
worked not bb hours; we worked from the rise of the sun until 


darkness forced us to drop our toolae* Ps stated that his 
father made a living, just a living, and that is all. He 


never knew of his saving any money's By the time he reached 
his severwenth birthday, P. hed thoroughly learned his trade. 
His father then sent him out to try to secure jobs for both 

of them. He got very few, but between hi and his father they 
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amaged to find enough work to keep the father, Pe and his 


[>a 


brother busy. The brother soon became disgusted and ran away 
to Constantinople. The other brother went to work in the kite | 
chen of a restaurant and the last brother became an a, proentieé 
Waiter. F's average Wage was equal to about thirty cents a day 
in American moneye He, of course, recéived no money himself, 
it all wet towards tie support of his famidye | 
At the age of twenty-two P married a girl withwhem he 

had played as a child-a cresk girl. He had courted her under 
the watehful eye of her parents for a year. What P had to say 
about: courtaiip in that section of Asiaeilinor wes interestings 
"When you onee decide to Baurt a gird it is ‘the same as matrye 
ing her, and if you do not marry her you are both disgraced 

and sometises tiere are dangerous results in the way of Fopré- 
sals, mostly direoted at the girl by her own fomily. Really, 
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ther. is no such thing as changing your mind and breaking off 
engagements such as is the common practice in America." Two 
years after Pp was Married he became the father of a sone 

P had been working hard and managing to get along, not 
averaging more than an amount equal to fifty cents a day in 
American money but he became more and more disgusted with his 
Condition of life as each day passed. The corruptness of the 
government and its constant attempt to levy high taxes on the 
most ridiculous things was a constant threat to a mants peace 
of mind. For instance, P Says that a yearly tax for garbage 
removal was levied upon everyone despite the fact that they had 
alreayd paid for gurbage removal throughout the year. He said 
that "tax collectin." was one of the major sports of the country 
and that it was rivalled only by the sport of evading taxes. 
He says that we in this country are totally ignorant of the art 
of lyinge To witness a work of art we should hear an inhabitant 
of ASiaeMinor denying his identity to a vigorous "fee basis" 
collector. P had much to Say concerning the police--a polideman 
Was usually a man of means in Smyrna--that is, he became a man 
of means after becouing a policeman. He said that robberies 
have always been frequent thers. The police placed heavy 
stress upon this long existent condition and used it as a means 
of grafte ‘That is, the law required each citizen to pay the 
policeman in his district a eash fee monthly to proteet his 
home. The policeman carried a dong leaded cane which he was 
Supposed to rap upon the sidewalks at frequent intervals during 
the night as a signal that "all was well". P says that tiis 


Signal was more generally used by the policeman to inform the 
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robbers know that he was about in the hope that if there were 


any robberies going on the culprits would at least be quiet 


and not cause him to engage in physical combat, as physical 
Combat was not generally relished by the police. Now cones 
the citizen who does not believe that the policeman earnes his 
money and says, "No, I will not pay you, 1 will guard my own 
housee"® A very few nights later the citizen's house is ran- 
gacked, he goes to court to make his complaint, the Gourt aays: 
"what3 You do not pay your policeman?” and very promptly 
fi es the poor citizen a nice little sum of money. PF stated 
that he had heard of private poiice racketeering in thie coune 
try sometimes, but he said “Ah, it never eould, in hundred s 
of years approach the efficient way it was worked in my home-~ 
land, with the full cooperation of the authorities.” 

in 1896 P's brother-inelaw arrived in Smyrna on a visit 
from Gan Francisco. This brother«inelaw, alge Greck, owned 
a restaurant in San Francisco and ha. been quite sueceseful 
during his few short yeara away from cmyrnae During the visit, 
P had been convinced hy the brother-in-law that he should 
come to Americae However, P had no money to pay hia passage 
or get started in the new country. Therefore, an agreement 
was made between P and the brother-in-.aw that the latter 
would pay P's passage to New York andfare to San Francisco 
and that P eould repay him by working in his restaurant at 
the rate of G2 a day until the debt was worked out. The bro- 
therein-law neglected to tell hin t at he would also charge 
him interest at the rate of ten percente PF found out about 
the interest later on, but never complained. P said goodbye 


to hia family and made arragements for them to live with 
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fe i had “aliiles money aaved to pay their paseage also, that he 
would send his father money for their beard. With all arrangee- 


mente made, P sailed for New York with his brother«inelaw on 
the white Star liner Adriatic. That was the last time he sav 
SmyPnae 

Upon arriving in gan Franeiseo, P started to work inae- 
diately, washing dishes in his brother-in-law's restaurant on 
Valencia Street. The hours were long and the work hard but he 
was quite satisfied and tuought it a good enough jot inasmuch 
qa he did not speak English. Hig main thought was to learn 


English so that he could get a better jobe He showed quite an 


aptitude for cooking, so after the first year he was promoted 
%o ceeking with a raise in salary. He was finally made chef. 
Before two years had paseéd, PF was making « salary of $25 per 
week which, in t.ose daya, was quite a bit of money, even in 
tids coumtry, not to mention what it would amount to in SmyPnas 
He had paid baek hia debt with interest, had saved money, so 
he then forwarded funda to his wife so that she and the ¢..ildren 
(a girl had been born shortly after his departure from Smyrna) 
Gould come immediately to san Pran@iseo, which they did, via 
New Yorke 

P Worked aa chef in his brothersinelaw's restaurant for 
four years from the tive he had landed heres At the conclusion 
of the four years, the brother-inelaw sold the restaurant and 
P was out of a jobe He immediately secured another one 88 Cook, 
bartender, waiter and general handy aan in a small Saloon on 
Third street. He says that this was the toughest gob ever, he 
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Greek = P -6 | 
cers. He had to be his own ‘bouncer’ and being of small stature, 
he had his hands full. He says he saw to it, bb various means, 
that he never lost a decision in bouncing the toughs-<-had he lest 
one decision, the place would have been 'fingered* or ‘chalked'* 
which meant that every bum in town would have come in to run 
over hiie PF worked in this saloon seven years, at the end of 
which “a the saloon went out of business. His next move was 
to the American Gan Company to pursue his trade of tin-smithing 
and he has been employed by them ever since. During the war he 
made as high as $15 per day, working six and seven days per 
wedke In San Francisco hie wife gave birth to two boys and a 
girl. One boy was born in 1910, the othdér in 1911 and the 
second daughter in 1915, meking a totald five children including 
the two born in Smyrnae The mother died a few yoara after the 
birth of her daugher. 

Mre P performed a remarkable feat in raising his family, 
He kept them all in school, worked every day of his life full 
time, washed all their clot es and pr pared their meals along 
with all the other household duties. At the present time he has 
two daughters married and his three sons are employed in good 
positions. One of them, the eldest is married and has two chil- 
drene The other two are single and living at home with P. 
They are both high school graduates of Polytechnic here in San 
Francisco and were star football players on the high school team. 
One of the boys had a very flattering offer from a nearby univere 
sity to play football for them in exchange for an education, but 
he would not leave hisfather which Mr. P considers a great tri-« 
bute, inasmuch as he tried to make the boy take up the offer. 
P does not work very much now, perhaps three or four days a 


month. It is not due to inability as he is a very active man 
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 Pgstentiy ant mentally. It is due to a eines condition, 


Ro business. 

P, in 1928, had saved $7, ,600. He had this amount in 
Cashe-it represented his life savings after having raised a 
large family. He invested his money turaugh the advice of a 
banker--he tells you very forcefully, a banker--in common 
stocks such as Central Public Service, Mideilest Utilities, ete. 
They are all wort:less now. He has nothing left. He is not 
bitter at all, saying that he gambled and lost, which is what 


he should have expected. He mer ly shrugs his shoulders and 


‘smiles. The only t ing he is slightly bitter about is that a 


banker should have advised hi» to invest in ihis type of common 
stock instead of, at least, in bondse Also, he says that if 
a fake stock salesman had taken him down the line he would 
laugh even harder and curse hiuself for being a fool. But, as 
he fecls now, the only slight resentment he may have againt 
anyone ig pointed at bankers. He does not believe in stricter 
regulartions, however, for protecting people's moneye He thinks 
that the laws are all right now but he believes in better educa- 
tion to keep people from becoming fools. His philosophy upon 
this one subjeet was very interesting and showed keen insighte 
All in all, he is very happy over the future and feels that his 
life has been a happy one. 

P has never beco @ an American citizen, neither has the 


one boy born in Smyrna. 
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GREEK wd Y 


My. P. was born in Smyrna, Asia-Minor, sixty-three years ago. This 
Pity had a population of approximately 250,000 people at that time. 


Mr. P. wished it distinctly understood that he was Greek and not Turkésh. 
We, of course, understa that Asia~Minor was under fhe bed pes for, quite 
a period of time and*thru inter-marriages, ot os Ene Se a ae 
P. claims ptire Greek blood of 
which he is very proud, ana*Shows a rather poorly coficealed disdain for the 
Turks..,.He claims that the turks are the "barbarian influence” of Asia~Minor 
ty zegponsible for the lack of progress and—culture which case was 
very promifess? at the time ie P. left that Sountry. In fact this reason 
was one of the paramount’ 2$asens which caused P. to Agia-Minor for 
America, as will shortly be related. 


P. had three brothers and two sisters. None of them attended school. 
Schooling in Smyrna was not for the laboring man and his family~-unless he 
had money and plenty of it, whi pees highly improbable -fon.even a craftsman. 
There were no public schools ore or, 
quite high,limiting the facilities,to the-m 
gene beettire—ot oan es 


education, P. 2 NLS “andere 

the TurkiSh—influence-~he claims thé Turks have always used the"club of 

ignorance" to subjugate the masses. To continue, P. did not receive the 

benefit of aucation. Up until the time he was twelve years of age his time 

was spent in-childhood playing and doing household chores. His ther was 

a tin-smith and owned a tin-shop. At eight years of age, P. wotfld spend a 

few hours of the day aroun ee shop. However, he was too young to learn 

much until he was twelve e years—of-age,the fooling stopped and 
de live oeets in earnest. P. went to his Father’ he day 

and returned home late at night. mak Lird juiry—fetatiye* e@-amo 

~of hours day he worked, P. replied: "Hours? My friend, that depended 

upon the San, we worked not by hours; we worked from the rise of the tn 

until the darkness forced us to drop our tools." P. stated that his Father | 

made a living--just a living,and that is all. He never knew-of hist saving | 

any money. dir. P, had thoroughly learned his adetby t ime he had 


= SS iJ 


sached seventeenth birthday s#atner_ then sent him out zy. 
secure jovs for the—both of them. He Secure ry few, but between héhind | 


his Pather they managed to find enough work to keep the Father, P. and his 
At other busy. The Brother soon became disgusted and ran away to Constantinople. 
The other brother went to work in the kitchen of a restaurant and the Jast 
brother became an apprentice waiter. P. “was_makine—an average wage, dqual 

to about thirty cents per day in American money. He,of course, received no 
money himself--it all went towards the support of his family. 


At the age of twenty-two P. married a girl whom he had played with as 
a child-- a Greek girl. He had courted her under the watchful eye of her 
parents for a year. Ita i j rate oe t P. had to say 
concerning £ourtship in that section of Asia-Iinor: en Vou once decide 
to court a’ girl, it is the same as marrying her, gna, if you do not marry 
her you are both disgraced and sometimes there are dangerous results in 
the way of reprisals mostly directed at the girl by her own family. Really, 
there is no such thing as changing your mind and breaking off engagements 
such as is the common practice St this #America}scountry."” Two years after 
P. was married he became the Father of KKK a boy. 


P. had been working hard and managing to get along---not averaging any 
more than an amount equal to fifty cents per day#in American moneys9 but he 
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became more and more disgusted with his condition of life as each day passed. 
The corruptness of the government and its constant attempt to levy high taxes 
he most ridiculuous things was a constant threat to & mans peace of mind. 
For instance, P. that a yearly tax for garbage removal wag placed upon 
everyone despite the fact that they haa payed for garbage removal throughout 
; the year. He said that "tax collecting" was one of the major sports of the 
j country and was ©nl ivaled/by + port of evading taxes. He that 
! we @ totally Ignorant of the art of lyinXin this country~--to witness a 
work of art we should hear an inhabitant of Dsia-tnor enying his identity | 
_ to a vigorous "fee basis" tax collector. P. had much to say concerning the 
Olice--- a Policeman was usually a man of means in Smyrna ~ that is, he be~ 
Camé @ man of means after becoming a policeman. He galtd that robberies have 
always been frequent there. The police placed heavy stress upon thas long 
exist@nt condition and used it as a means of graft. That is, the law re~ 
quired each citizen to pay the Policeman in their district @ cash fee monthly 
to protect their homes. The policeman carried a long "leaded" cane which he 
was supposed to rap upon the sidewalks at fr went intervals during the night 
as a signal that "all was well", but P,. oxp tities that this signal was more 
generally used by the policeman to let robbers know he was about in the hope 
that if there were any robberies going on the culprits would at least be 
quiet and not cause him to engage in physical combat, as physical combat was 
not generally relished by the police. Now comes the citizen who does not 
believe the policeman earns hig money and says "No, I will not pay you, I 
will guard my own house.” A very few nights later the citizen's house is 
ransacked--=--he goes to the Court to make his complaint--the Court says: 
"What? You do not pay your policeman?" and very promptly fines the poor 
citizen a nice little sum of money. P. stated that he had heard of private 
police racketeering in this Sountry g#-28¥8“times but he said: "Ah, it never 
couldwin hundreds of yearsAdpproach the efficient way it sereiatetGeoa or 
| ini r in his7homeland with the full cooperation of the 


SS a 


r 
authorities," 


In 1896 .'s Brother-in-1aw arrived in Smyrna on a visit from San Pran- 
cisco. This Brother-in-law, also Greek, owned a restaurant in San Francisco 
and had been quite successful during his few short years away from Smyrna. 
During the visit, P. had been convinced by the Brother-in-law that he should 
come to America. However, P. had no money to pay his passage or get started 
in the new country. Thergfore, an agreement was made between P. and the Bro- 
ther-in-law, that te weuia pay P.'s passage to New York and fare to San FPran- 
cisco and that P. could repay him by working in his restaurant at the rate 
of $1.00 per day until the debt was worked out. The Brother-in-law neglected 
to tell him that he would also charge him interest at the rate of 10%, P, 
found out about the interest tate later on, but never complained about it, 
P, said goodbye to his family and made arrangements for them to live with 
his P&ther, telling themfamtby that he would send for them just as soon ag 
he had enough money saved to pay their passage--also, that he would send 
his #ather money for their board. With all arrangements made, P, aud for 
New York with his 2fother-in-law on the White Star Liner Adriatic. That wag 
the last time he saw Smyrna. 


Upon arriving in San Francisco, P. started to work immediately, washing 
dishes in Ae Sekt Saleh restaurant on Valencia Street. The hours were 
long and the work hard,but he was quite satisified and thought it? g00d enough 
job inasmuch as he did not speak English---and his main thought was to learn iy 
to speak so he could acquire a better job. He showed ite an aptitude toward fo 
cogking, so after the first year was promoted to cook rt h a raise in salary, 
aff Foaiiy ef, XXMASEXKHK Before two years er ae passed, P. was 
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making a salary of $25.00 per weob which,in those days,was quite a bit of 
money in this country, 1 at it would amount to jn Smyrna. He had 
paid back his debt with interest, Ee are so he orwarded funds 
to hig wife so that she and the children (a girl had been born shortly after 
his departure from Smyrna) could come immediately to San Francisco, which 
they did, via New York. 


P. worked as chef in the Srot her-in-law's restaurant ger. four 


years from the time he had landed here. At the conclusion of the four years, 
the Brother-in-law sold the restaurant and P. was out of a job. He immediat- 
ely secured another one as cook, bartender, waiter and general handjman in 
&@ gmall saloon on Fhird Street. He that this was the toughe job 
ever--~he worked long hours and came across the @orld's toughest characters. 
He had to be his own "bouncer'rtand being small of stature nad his hands 
fubi.) He state¥ thet he saw to it, by various means, that he never lost a 
decision in bouncing the toughs--<-had he lost one decision, the place would 
have been "fingered" or "chalked" which meant that every bum in town would 
come in to run eee ces P. worked in this saloon seven years,at the end 
of which time, the loon went out of business, His next move was to the 
American Can ¢ompany, to pursue his trade of tin-smith and he has been em-~ 
ployed by them ever since. During the war he made as high as $15,00-per day 
working six and seven days per week. In San Francisco, his wife gave birth 
to two boys and a girl. One boy was born in 1910, the other 1911 and the 
second daughter in 1915, making a total of five children kncluding the two 
born he en The Mother died a few years after the birth of her daughter 
in 1915.Wi. P. performed a remarkable feat in raising his family. He kept 
them all in school---worked every day of his life, poli ee wea ee all 
of their clothes and prepared their meals along with a 4, 10 sehold duties. 
At the present time he has two daughters married and his three sons are em- 
ployed in good positions. One of them, the eldest is married and has two 
children. The other two are single and living at home with P. They are both 
high school graduates of Polly here in San Francisco and mere tay football 
players on the gh school team. One of the boys had a very flattering 
offer froma nearby University to play football for them in exchange for 
an education, but he would not leave his Father, which Mr. P. considers 
a great tribute, inasmuch as he tried to make the boy take up the offer. 
Mr. P. does not work_ys much now-=-perhaps three or four days per month, 
It is not due to inaDesed , aS he is a very active man physically and 
mentally~----it is due to a widespread condition, ~no business. 

daw 


Pe _in 1928,0#-$7,600.00.He had this amount in cash-- 
it represented his life savings after having raised a large family. He 
invested his money thru the advice ofa nkerre~the tells you very force- 
fully--a Banker-~-in common stocks such as Central Public Service, Mid-West me 
Utilities, etc. They are all worthless now, He has nothing left. He 18 Bee 
bitter at all, saying that he gambled and lost which is what he should, = 
pectef.He merely shrugs his shoulders and smiles, The only thing he is 

: eightag bitter about is that a Banker should have advised him sueh-e & ‘west 
common stockg-*instead of,at least, bonds. Also, he states that 
if a fake stock salesman had taken him down the line, be Vacs laugh even 
harder and curse himself for being a fool. But, as ds, the 
only slight resentment he may have against anyone is pointed at Bankers. 
He does not PEI tong ann regulationm§ however, for protecting peoples 
money,~ c laws are all right now e believes in better ed- 
ucation to keep people from becoming fools. His philosolophy upon this one 
subject was very interesting and showed keen ingight. All in all, he is 


very happy over the future and ie i that his life has been a happy one. 


P, has never become an American citizenyyneither has the one poy born in . 
Smyrna ° 
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Statement of John Kapanis 


I was born on a farm about one and a hlef hours! ride 
from the city of Tricoll1, state of Thessaly, Greece. Tricoli 
is a city of over 25,000. 

fam one of a fanily of five boys: and I worked on the 
family farm which consisted of three acres situated tn differe 
ent localities. Up to the time I was eighteen years old, we 
farm everything, such as wheat, corn, beets, tobacco, scrapes 
for wine (for family use only). 

When I was eighteen, in 1904, I was compelled to join 
the army where I served for two years and I became a corporal 
although I never went to school and had no educations 

While I was in the army I received ninety-five cents a 
day cut of which thirty-five cents a day was for clothings 
When I got my discharge from the army my total capital was less 
than $10. I went back to farm for a short while, We owned one 
pair of oxen, one pair of horses, three cows and a fairly good 
house where we all lived, 

My father and mother are both dead. one of my older 
brothers came to this country before I did and he sent m @ 
| ticket and $45 te come to this country where I have been ever 
Since, and that is twenty-eight years ALO 

When I first came here I worked as a Imborer on the raile 
road for two years and then I learned the barbering business 
and have been in that business ever sinceés ! am married and 
have two children. I bought two flats, renting one for $350.60 


per month, but now I am going to lose it as I cannot pay ny 
interest and taxes. The mortgage is $5000 and they have de- ; 
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Statement of John Kapanis 


I was born on a farm about one and a hlaf hours! ride 

from the city of Tricoli, state of Thessaly, Greece. Tricoli 
is a city of over 25,000. 

I am one of a family of five boys: and I worked on the 
family farm which consisted of three acres situated in differ- 
ent localities, Up to the time I was eighteen years old, we 
farm everything, such as wheat, corn, beets, tobacco, grapes 
for wine (for family use only). 

When I was eighteen, in 1904, I was compelled to join 
the army where I served for two years and I became a corporal 
although I never went to school and had no education. 

While I was in the army I received ninety-five cents a 
day out of which thirty-five cents a day was for clothings 
When I got my discharge from the army my total capital was less 
than $10. I went back to farm for a short while. We owned one 
pair of oxen, one pair of horses, three cows and a fairly good 
house where we all lived. 

My father and mother are both dead. One of my older 
brothers came to this country before I did and he sent me a 
ticket and $45 to come to this country where I have been ever 


since, and that is twenty-eight years agoe 


When I first came here I worked as a laborer on the raile- 


road for two years and then I learned the barbering business 
ané have been in that business ever since. I am married and 
have two children, I bought two flats, renting one for $30,600 
per month, but now I am going te lose it as I cannot pay my 
interest and taxes. The mortgage is $5000 and they have de- 
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John 


This man was borm near Athens in Greece, His boyhood 
was spen on the lard where his family had lived for well over 
a century. ‘The house was built of stone. He does not know | ’ 
how old it is, it is substantial and durable, the only repairs 3! 
it ever requires is a new roof every two or three generations f 
and occasionally, repairs to the door. 

Jom, that is the name he goes by in this country, 
and a surname of two syllables to replace his miltiesyllabic 
Greek names, had little schooling and before he left hone / 
knew little of the outside world except from sailors' tales. if 
4s a boy he worked on fishing boats and when he was old enough 
he shipped as a sailor on a Greck steamer in the Mediterranean / | 
trades 


yA pion. 5 J 


One ome of these trips he joined an English ship at i 
Marseilles and began to pick up English. Soon after he changed 
to fireman as there was more money in this Jobe 

Shovelling coal wis hard work but John was more than 
ordinarily strong and got along and barned the valves, also 
the art of keeping up steam with a minimum of cecal ani exertion. 

When the ship went home for repairs John left her at 
New Castle and went from ship to shig, thus seeing a cood deal ‘ 
of the world, finally reaching San Francisco. He got a Job @ 5 
on a run fran here to Australia, By this time he could speak fs 
English well enough to be understood though it is difficult 
te understend him now. He thought of becoming naturalized. 
His friends drilled him and advised him in what to do. He 
_ learned to read and to write English, after a fashion, ani . 
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Greek = John = 2 
when he had been here the requisite time, he went before the 


court and was made a citizens 

During the World War John was running to the Orient, 
still as marine fireman but he was then on an o11 burner, His 
American citizenship was a great protection to him because all 
foreigners were under the suspicion of the American and British 
authorities and his papers and certificates saved him on seve 
eral occasions from being locked up on the chanes that he 
might be ee een ° to the enemy. 

igter the war John sailed in the rutereseithd trade 
calling at Havana and Panoma,e. He made money as the pay was 
good and smuggling was profitable on acco int of prohibitions 

He saved a fair sum, then shivcped on an American 
around=-theeworld ship and left hereat Port Said to go to his 
old home in Greece, He was a rich man to his relatives. He 
helped them financially but did not care for their mode of 
living after his experience in the United States so he stayed 
only three months, 

John worked his way back to San Francisco ani is now 
sailing on one of the large Dollar boats. He is getting a 
little old but work as a marine fireman is not so hard aa 
it was when he had to shovel coal so he can stand the jobs 
His desire is to cet to be a water tender, t hen he will have 
attained his aim in life. 


Hohn says he never had any urge to start a restaurant, 
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This man was born near Athens in Greece, His boyhood 
was spen on the land where his family had lived for well over 
a century. The house was built of stone. He does not know 
how old it is, it is substantial and durable, the only repairs 
it ever requires is a new roof every two or three generations 
and occasionally, repairs to the doore 

John, that is the name he goes by in this country, 
and a surname of two syllables to replace his multiesyllabic 
Greek names, had little schooling and before he left hone 
knew little of the outside world except from sailors! tales. 
As a boy he worked on fishing boats and when he was old enough 
he shipped as a sailor on a Greek steamer in the Nediterranean 
trade@e 

One om of these trips he joined an English ship at 
Marseilles and began to pick up English. Soon after he changed 
to fireman as there was more money in this Jobe 

Shovelling coal was hard work but John was more than 
ordinarily strong and got along and & arned the valves, also 
the art of keeping up steam with a minimum of coal and exertion. 

When the ship went home for repairs John left her at 
New Castle end went from ship to ship, thus seeing a good deal 
of the world, finally reaching San Francisco. He got a job 
on a run from here to Australia. By this time he could speak 
English well enough to be understood though it is difficult 
to understand him now. He thought of becoming naturalized, 
His friends drilled him and advised him in what to do. He 
learned to read and to write English, after a fashion, am 
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when ne had been here the requisite time, he went before the 
court and was made a citizene 

During the World War John was running to the Orient, 
still as marine fireman but he was then on an oil burner. His 


American citizenship was a great protection to him because all 
foreigners were under the suspicion of the American and British 
-guthorities and his papers and certificates saved him on seve 
eral occasions from being locked up on the chance that he 
might be friendly to the cnenmy. 
igter the war John sailed in the intercoastal trade | 
ealling ct Havana and Panaliie He made money as the pay was | 
good and smuggling was profitable on acco nt of prohibitione | 
He saved a fair sum, then shivped on an American 
aroundetheeworld ship and left hereat Port Said to go to his | 
old home in Greece. He was a rich man to nis relatives. He 
helped them financially but aid not care for their mode of 
living after his experience in t he United States so he stayed 
only three monthse 
John worked his way back to San Francisco ani is now 
sailing on one of the large Dollar boats, He is getting a 
little old but work as « marine fireman is not so hard as 
it was when he had to shovel coal so he can stend the jobde 
His desire is to cet to be a water tender, then he will have 


attained his aim in lifes. 
Yom says he never had any urge to start a restaurants 
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Mi J. was born somewhere in Macedonia, he isn't sure of 
the tows His people are Gypsies and were camping on the 
outskirts of a towne For generati-ns his people have wander- 
ed all over eastern Europe ; but always tried to return to 
Macedonia for any important event, such as births, marriages 
and deaths, He spent his whole boyhood living in the Gypsy 
wagons and camping, sumer in Poland, Russia or Czechoslovakia, 
winter in the Balkans or Greece. He never went to school, his 
only education being that of a Romany, learning of horses, 
motal-work, and the nature=lore and folkelore of his peoples 
He learned to speak in a rude way the languages of the people 
among whom he lived--Greek, Serbian, Roumanian and Russiane 

At the age of eighteen he came to Anerican with a band 
of Hungarian Gypsies which he met at Temeszvar,. As soon as 
he arrived in New York he left them as he had no particular 
love for the Gypsies of that branch. He joined a caravan of 
his own tribesmen in New Jersey and for fourteen years he has 
wandered over America with them. 

Pive years ago they came west by way of the south and 
Texas. They found themselves hated and treated worse than in 
any place they had ever lived. In the eastern industrial cie 
ties they had the foreign element to protect them, but the 
Anericans of the old south thought of them as kidnappers and 
chased them from one town to another. When they arrived in 
California they found the Mexicans sympathetic to their fore 
tune-telling and their lmowledge of charms and potions, Two 
years ago he left the main body of Gypsies to live in a house 


in Sen Francisco, @ step which has made him an object of dis« 
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Greek - MJ. - 2 
trust to his clan. 


He works at present in an iron foundry where his know- 


ledge of metals makes him valuable. He finds the life mono- 

tonous and dull, but because he thinks Gypsies are un-American 
in their manner of living he will not return to the campe 

He says more and more Gypsies every year are deserting their 

camps to live in houses and become good Americans, but he 

also says that a gypsy is always a gypsy and will never be 

happy except when on the traile 
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M J. was born somewhere in Macedonia, he isn't sure of 
the town. His people are Gypsies and were camping on the 
outskirts of a town, For generations his people have wandere 
ed all over eastern Europe, but always tried to return to 
Macedonia for any important events, such as births, marriages 
and deaths, He spent his whole boyhood living in the Gypsy 
wagons and camping, summer in Poland, Russia or Czechoslovakia, 
winter in the Balkans or Greece, He never went to school, his 


only education being that of a Romany, learning of horses, 


metal-work, and the nature=lore and folkelore of his people. 
He learned to speak in a rude way the languages of the people 
among whom he lived--Greek, Serbian, Roumanian and Russians 
At the age of eighteen he came to American with a band 
of Hungarian Gypsies which he met at Temeszvar,. As soon as 
he arrived in New York he left them as he had no particular 
love for the Gypsies of that branch. He joined a caravan of 
his own tribesmen in New Jersey and for fourteen years he has 
wandered over America with them. 
Five years ago they came west by way of the south and 
Texas. They found cates hated and treated worse than in iy 
any place they had ever lived. In the eastern industrial cie 
ties they had the foreign element to protect them, but the 
Americans of the old south thought of them as kidnappers and 


chased them from one town to another. When they arrived in 


pt 


California they found the Mexicans sympathetic to their fore 
tune-telling and their Imowledge of charms and potions. Two 
years ago he left the main body of Gypsies to live in a house 


in San Francisco, a step which has made him an object of dis- 
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makes hse valuables ite finds the life mono= 


oan Living he will not return to the Calpe 
He ‘says more and more cypstes every year are deserting thelr 
camps to live in houses and become good Americans, but he 
 @lso says that = gypsy 1s always a gypsy and will never be 

» happy except when on the trail. 
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Ne Ke was born in the village of Shlosi in Albania, 
a few miles from the Greek border, His father was a farmer 
and the head of the clan. He lived a Simple, Arcadian exise 
tence, herding sheep and goats. He was taught te shoot at 
an early age. He never went to school, but learned Albvane 
ian history end the sagas of his people from his father and 
the old mullah of the villages He is Mohammedan but his 
faith rests lichtly upon him. 

His earliest recollection is ef his older brother's 
being brought home dead. He was killed in a family feud by 
a member of a neighboring tribe, 

At the age of eichteen he came to American, going to 
Worcester, Massachusetts where he hed an uncle, It was many 
months before he could adjust himself te the rush of modern 
American life, the many people on the streets, and the mmber 
of bulldings crowded so close toegether. He worked in the 
wire mill for about eight years, then he went to Bostone 

In Woreester his horizon was limited for he worked y 
lived and played with his own people. In Boston he met some 
of the leaders of the Albanians and there lea-ned to read and 
write his own native tongue as well as Englishes 

He worked at various jobs in restaurants, factories 
and railroad yards until 1930 when jobs beceme scarce, After 
being unemployed for many months he went to Detroit where 
Some men from his clan had settled.  e found things much 
worse there, sé after many hardships, he finally berrowed 
enough from his clansmen to cone to California, He is still 
aueazed at the size and beauty of America, but does not think 


much ef the people cormonly called Americans, 
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In San Francisco he got work at the Columbia Works of 
the United States Steel Company where he worked until a year 
agoe Since then he has been unemployede He is planning to 
return to his native village. He is being helped by the mem=- 
pers of his clan in this, it being the clan rule that no mem= 
ber shall be in want. If he can return east, he is sure he 
can get a job in a fruit store in Worcester, where he will 


earn enough money for his return to Albania. 
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! Ne Ke was born in the village of Shlosi in Albania, 
a few miles from the Greek border, His father was a farmer 
and the head of the clan. He lived a simple, Arcadian exis- 
tence, herding sheép and goats. He was taught to shoot at 


an early age. He never went to school, but learned Alban- 


fan history and the sagas of his people from his father and 


the old mullah of the village. He is Mohammedan but his 
faith rests lightly upon him, 

His earliest recollection is of his older brother's 
being brought home dead, He was killed in a family feud by 
a member of a neighboring tribe, 

At the age of eighteen he came to American, going to 
Worcester, Massachusetts where he had an uncle. It was many 
months before he could adjust himself to the rush of modern 
American life, the many people on the streets, and the number 
of buildings crowded so close toegether, He worked in the 
wire mill for about eight years, then he went to Boston, 

In Worcester his horizon was limited for he worked, 
lived and played with his own people, In Boston he met some 
of the leaders of the Albanians and there learned to read and 
write his own native tongue as well as English. 

He worked at various jobs in restaurants, factories 
end railroad yards until 19350 when jobs became scarce, After 
being unemployed for many months he went to Detroit where 
some men from his clan had settled. ‘e found things much 
worse there, sé after many hardships, he finally borrowed 
enough from his clansmen to come to California, He is still 
amazed at the size and beauty of America, but does not think 


much of the people commonly called Americans, 
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In San Francisco he got work at the Columbia Works of 
the United States Steel Company where he worked until a year 
BZOe Since then he has been unemployed. He is planning to 
return to his native village. He is being helped by the mem- 
bers of his clan in this, it being the clan rule that no mem= 
ber shall be in want. If he can return east, he is sure he 
can get a job in a fruit store in Worcester, where he will 


earn enough money for his return to Albania. 
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Mr, Dimitri Dimitriades was born in Constantinople of 
Greek parents. He is forty-eight years olde 


Constantinople and Asia-Minor once belonged to Greecés 80 


for generations, Mr. Dimitriades’ ancestors had lived in Constane 
tinople. When the Turks conquered those places, the people living 
there becane Turkish subjects--Greeks, Armenians, JewsSe In many 
towns, especially in the interior of Turkey, the Greeks spoke the 
Turkish language. Only the children who attended Greek school 
could learn Greeke 

Mr, Dimitriades can speak fluently the Greek, Turkish 
and English languages. Also he understands some Armenians 

His father was a fig merchant in Constantinople and his 
mother came froma good family. After he had received his ure= 
paratory education in his native city, nis father sent hin to 
Marsevan Anatolia College. Dr. H. Riges, the famous missionary 
was the founder and the principal of the college for many yearse 
After his death the son succeeded him until the World War when 
the Turks destroyed it. That college has produceé many useful 
graduates. Many professional men, lawyers, doctors, clergymen, 
have sprung from that establishment» 

Mr. Dimitriades received his education in the aboveemen- f 
tioned college, graduating in 1900 with great honors. For a 
few years he taught in the same town. He 

He lived in New York for a few years and became an agent 
for the New York Life Insurance Company. First he worked among 
the Greeks, Armenians and Syrians. [If any of his clients could 
not speak English he could explain the policies to them in Greek 
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Greek 
Mr. Dimitri Dimitriades - 2 


# Turkish, In a very short time he made many friends. He has 
the ability to convince, to persuade. Being of a cheerful dispo- 
sition and humourous, he makes people laugh with his clever jokes. 

There were several agents in New York so he thought that 
he would have a better chance if he came to San Fpancisco, wiich 
he did in 1906. Now he has many friends here as well as in Fres= 
no where he pays visits several times during the year for business. 
He has a big field to wrk in, He is a Mason and is well-known, 
both to Americans and foreigners. He has been successful in his 
worke 

While Mr, Dimitriades was working among the Armenians, he 
came across an attractive widow by the name of Marie Donabedian, 
When he was trying to sell her a policy he proposed marriage to 
her, Madame Marie, after some thought and deliberation, accepted 
his offere 

Let us go back to Aintab, in Cilicia, the birthplace of 
Madame Marie. It is between Aleppo and Ourfa,. Being centrally 
located, the Anerican Mission fo nde@ there a college for boys 
and another one for girls, Thi was another educational center, 
Aintab Collece also has produced many useful graduates, who, in 
turn, have enlightened their countrymen. The people in Aintab 
were very religious, There were several churches, Protestant as 
well as Gregorian Apostolic churches. During the war everything 
was destroyed and the inhabitants were scattered, 

There lived there a great family by the name of Krikorian, 
One of the brothers, Professor Krikorian was the princiapl of the 


college, a great educator, a trustee of the school and church and 
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the editor of a spiritual magazine published weekly. It was 
called "Rahnuma" which means a guide. It was in the Turkish 
language vith Armenian writinge 

Madame Marie, in whose life we are interested, is the 
niece of Professor Krikorian, Her father was a well-known minis- 
ter. First, he worked in Aintab, kater,in Manchester, Englande 

Marie had an uncle in England, so, after the massacre in 
1895, they went to live there because they could no longer trust 
their lives to the Turks, Marie and her sister Isabelle spent 
their childhood in Manchester and were educated there. Marfe's 
sister, Isabelle, lives in New York now. She is very wealthy. 
At one time she established an orphanage and provided for the 
orphans with her own means. Marie went to designing school in 
England because she had exceptional talents as a designere 

In 1908 Marie came to New York to see her sister. She 
was just eighteen then, a lovely young girl. She met a nice, 
educated, Armenian who had come from Bitlis, a place near Van 
in Armenia, His name was Vahan Donabedian, They got married. 
He was a rug merchant. He was very delicate so the doctors told 
him to go to California to live and for that reason they came to 
San Francisco. They had a baby girl who died in infancy. A year 
after that Mr. Donabedian died. Thus Madame Marie was left all 
alonee 

Mademe Marie started to repair rugs, to mend fine laces, 
etc, It was then that Mr. Dimitriades, being a bachelor, pro= 
posed torhere They were married in Sen Francisco in 1914 ani 
had a nice familye 

Mr. Dimitriades still works for the New York Life Insur-= 
ance Companys During the depression it was a little hard to sell 
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new policies but Mrs. Dimitriades is so talented that she has 
earned good money and filled in the gap. She is very artistic, 
At one time, she used to make beautiful lamp shades, decorated 
with pretty flowers or beads, all made by hand, Also, she mends 
fine laces and is clever at all kinds of handwork,. She has many 
friends among the society people in San Francisco. Before her 
advent the rich people used to send their valuable, antique, em-= | 
broidertes, laces and ornaments to Paris to be repaied but now they 
give them to her, A single handkerchief costs fifty dollars. | 
Besides that, Madame Marie can make lovely bridal veils for 
soclety! peoples She takes orders and makes them all by hand, 

ey have three healthy, intelligent children, The 
eldest son, Daniel, is a tall boy of eighteen. Next there is 
a pretty girl, Gloria, sixteen, the youngest is a boy with a 
Greek name. They all go to school. The boys belong to the Boy 
Scouts, They are leaders of their group and hold offices. 

Mr, and Mrs, Dimitriades both became citizens a long time 
ALOe 

Mxs. Dimitriades went to England last year and visited all 
her relatives, uncles, aumts, cousins and their families, about 
seventy-two all told. On her way back she visited some of the 
principal cities of the United States. She stopped at W,, shington 
and saw the White House. 

They are both good, loyal American citisens and their chile 
dren, although of Creek and Apmenian parentage, have every op- 
portunity to become ideal citizens. 

The speé& the English language at home and have adopted 
Arerican modes and customs. They do not cling to ancient ideas 


and customs. They regard America, with its best form of govern= 
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My. Dimitri Dimitriades was born in Constantinople of 
Greek parents. He is forty-eight years old. 

Constantinople and Asia-Minor once belonged to Greece, so 
for generations, Mr. Dimitriades' ancestors had lived in Constan- 
tinople. When the Turks conquered those places, the people living 
there became Turkish subjects--Greeks, Armenians, Jews. In many 
towns, especially in the interior of Turkey, the Greeks spoke the 
Turkish languages Only the children who attended Greek school 
could learn Greeke 

Mr, Dimitriades can speak fluently the Greek, Turkish 
and English languacese Also he understands some Armeniane 

His father was a fig merchant in Constantinople and his 
mother came from a good family. After he had received his pee 
paratory education in his native city, his father sent hin to 
Marsevan Anatolia College. Dr. ll. Riges, the famous missionary 
was the founder and the principal of the college for many yearse 
After his death the son succeeded him until the World War when 
the Turks destroyed it. That college has produced many useful 
graduates. Many professional men, lawyers, doctors, clergymen, 
have sprung from that establishment. 

. My. Dimitriades received his education in the aboveemen- 
tioned college, graduating in 1900 with great honors, for a 

few years he taught in the same town. He 

| He lived in New York for a few years and became an agent 
for the New York Life Insurance Companys First he worked among 
the Greeks, Armenians and Syrians. If any of his clients could 
not speak English te could explein the policies to them in Greek 
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or Turkish. Ina very short time he made many friends. He bas 
the ability to convince, to persuade. Sging of a cheerful dispo- 
sition and Immourous, he makes people laugh with his clever jokese 
“Where were several agents in New York so he thought that 
he would have a better chance if he came to San Fypanciseo, wiich 
he Gia in 1906. Wow he has many friends here as well as in Frese 


no where he pays visits several times during the year for business. 


He has a big field to work in. He is a Mason and is well-known, 
both to Americans and foreigners. He has been successful in his 
worke | 

While Mr. Dimitriades was working among the Armenians y he 
came across an attractive widow by the name of Marie Donabediane 
When he was trying to sell her a policy he proposed marriage to 
her, Madame Marie, after some thought and deliberation, accepted 
nis offere 

Let us go back tg Aintab, in Cilicia, the birthplace of 
Madame Marie. I¢ ts between Aleppo and Ourfa. Being centrally 
located, the Anerican Mission fo nde@ there a college for boys 
and another one for girls. Thi! was another educational centers 
Aintab Collece also has produced many useful graduates, who, in 
turn, have enlightened their countrymen, ‘The people in Aintab 
were very religious, There were several churches, Protestant as 
well as Gregorian Apostolic churches. During the war everything 
was destroyed and the inhabitants were scatterede 

There lived there a great family by the name of Krikorian. 
One of the brothers, Professor Krikorian was the princiapl of the 


college, a creat educator, a trustee of the school and church and 
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the editor of a spiritual magazine published weekly, It was 
called "Rahmuma" which means a guide. It was in the Turkish 
language vith Armenian writings ! 

Madame Marie, in whose life we are interested, is the 
niece of Professor Krikorian, Her father was a welleknown minise 
tere First, he worked in Aintab, late:,1in Manchester, Englands 

Marie had an uncle in England, so, after the massacre in 
1895, they went to live there because they could no longer trust 
their lives to the Turks, Marie and her sister Isabelle spent 
their childhood in Manchester and were educated there. Uarfe's 
sister, Isabelie, lives in New York nowe She is very wealthy. 

At one time she established an orphanage and provided for the 
orphans with her own means. Marie went to designing school in 
England because she had exceptional talents as a designers 

In 1908 Marie came to New York to see her sister, She 
was just eighteen then, a lovely young girl. She met a nice, 
educated, Armenian who had cone from Bitlis, a place near Van 
in Armenia.s His name was Vahan Donabedian, They sot married. 

He wes a rug merchant. He was very delicate so the doctors told 
him to go to California to live ani for that reason they came to 
San Francisco, They had a baby girl who died in infancy. A year 
after that Mr. Donabedian died. Thus Madame Marie was left all 
alonee 

Mademe Marie started to repair rugs, to mend fine laces, 
etc. It was then that Mr. Dimitriades, being a bachelor, pro= 
posed torhere They were married in San Francisco in 1914 ani 
had a nice fauilye 

Mr. Dimitriades still worka for the New York Life Insure 
ance Company. During the depression it was a little hard to sell 
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new policies but Mrs. Dimitriades 1s so talented that she has 
earned good money and filled in the gap. She is very artistic. 

At one time, she used to make beautiful lamp shades, decorated 
with pretty flowers or beads, all made by hands Also, she mends 
fine laces ani is clever at all kinds of handwork, ‘She has many — 
frierds among the society people in Sen Francisco, Sefore her 
advent the rich people used to send their valuable, antique, ene 
broiderss, laces and ornaments to Parts to be repated but now they 
give them to her, A single handkerchief costs fifty dollarse 
Besides that, Madame Marie can make lovely bridal vells for 
society people. She takes orders and makes them all by hands 

They have three healthy, intelligent children. The 
eldest son, Daniel, is a tall boy of etghteens Hext there is 
a pretty girl, Gloria, sixteen, the youngest is a boy with a 
Greek name. They all go to school. The boys belong to the Boy 
Scouts. They are leaders of their group and hold officese 

Mr, and Mrs, Dimitriades both became citizens a long time 
ALO 

Mie, Dimitriedes went to Englend last year and visited all 
her relatives, uncles, amts, cousins and their families, about 
seventy-two all told. On ter way back she visited sone of the 
prineipal cities of the United States, She stopped at W,shington 
and saw the White House. 

They are both good, loyal American citizens and their chile 
dren, although of Creek and Apmenian parentage, have every ope 
portunity to become ideal citizens.s 

The spe& the English language at home ané have adopted 
Averican modes and customs. They do not cling to ancient ideas 
and customs, They regard America, with its best form of governe 
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My informant is a man forty years old. He is married and 
has one boy. He was born in Dublin, Ireland, and grew up in that 
city, where he stayed until he was twenty-two years old, when he 
emigrated to Canada, eventually settling down in Vancouver 38.C. 
His parents were public house keepers, or as they are known here, 
saloon keepers, and as a result, the boy received a fair amount 
of schooling and eventually was apprenticed to the carpenter trade. 

In Canada he was very active at his trade and managed to save 
up a couple of thousand dollars. ‘Wishing to climb farther up the 
soGial scale and to get into a prefession, he sommenced to study 
to be an architect. After some three years of study, the combined 
ijabor of day work and night study undermined his health, and he 
was diagnosed as having a case of incipient tuberculosis. 

He sold his property in Canada and, with wife and baby son, 
came to San Francisco. Here, for some time, he was in straight- 
ened circumstances, inasmuch as health would not permit him to 
work very actively as a Carpenter, and so, he decided te go into 
selling, and as a first step, applied for a job as agent with the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. Strange as it may seem, they 
passed his physically, and he became an agent for that sompany. 
He was a very successful agent, and after a year was promoted to 


be assistant manager for the company inwhich position he has re- 


mained for the Last five years. 
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ie is a very level-headed person, vary conservative and phlieg- 
matic in personality. He is very popular with his fellow workers. 
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‘a: ee I was born under Turkish rule in Cavalle, a seaport town 
a ‘near Salontki, now belonging to Greecee My parents made sweets, 
‘ani I think I spent moretine gelling sweets than going to school. 
I came here with uy varents and. I feel here, I think, | 
about the same as if I were in Greece, At home we speak Greek and 
on the street you hear different talk. Well, I like the United 
States because here you gst so mech moneye OF course you pay 
only % few paras for many things in Cavalle, while here you pay 
conta for everything, and you get more cents too, when you worke 
eg 


I have been in the were 


I am here to stay and with my wife. We are a big family 


/ os my parents are here with us, or we with them, now. I work 
for relief on the gang that is out at Lake Merced and I have been 
/ working on many other projectse } 
Yes, I have been in the Presidio, on top of Twin Peaks 
and down the Marinas 


I should say that I certainly prefer the Federal crowd , 


for distributing the rolief any day as I had my experiences with 
the city hall gang, and I say any day that the Federal has charge 
an of velilef it will never come to crooked business as the city ree 
lief was. Yes, I remember the rotten food we had and the city 
is ade us believe it was high priced, first-class food, Yes, we 


did put many a can in the ashcan and I am not surprised te say 
that the city made great money on the bad food. We ei spb had 
to accept from them, like or no likes I romember one time ‘when 
ys id ones aid bring a dozen eggs home and, believe Bee all the vox, 
was 8 | eges, Green and bad when you opened theme I am sure the 
miss @ the eet eR res tee Be My I buy 
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ren and of course is all for America. Has never been back to 


Germany and never wants to go. 
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I was born under Turkish rule in Cavalle, a seaport town 
near Salontki, now belonging to Greecee My parents made sweets, 
and I think I spent moretime selling sweets than going to school. 

I came here with my parents and I feel here, I think, 
about the same as if I were.in Greece, At home we speak Greek and 
on the street you hear different telke Well, I like the United 
‘States because here you get so much moneye Of course you pay 
only a few paras for many things in Cavalle, while here you pay 
cents for everything, end you get more cents too, when you worke 

I have been in the war, 

I am here to stay and with my wife. We are a big family 
as my parents are here with us, or we with them, now, I work 
for relief on the gang that is out at Lake Merced and I have been 
working on many other projectse 

Yes, I have been in the Presidio, on top of Twin Peaks 
end down the Marinae 

I should say that I certainly prefer the Federal crowd 
for distributing the relief any day as I had my e xperienges with 
the city hall gang, and I say any da that the Federal has charge 
of relief it will never come to crooked business as the city re 
lief was, Yes, I remember the rotten focd we had and the city 
made us believe it was high priced, firsteclass food, Yes, we 
did put many a can in the ashcan and I am not surprised to say 
that t he city made great money on the bad food. We simply had 
to accept from them, like or no like, I remenber one time when 
my wife did bring a dozen eggs home and, believe me, all the box 
was bad eggs, green and bad when you opened them, I am sure the 
city misses the great sums that are no longer coming ino I buy 
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to have Roosevelt any day pa Hoover was the one that did 
as 


» years to do nothing, and the same goes with Merriam. I fist 
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James Kokos 


i r | I was born in Cephalonia on an island off the western 
| part of Greece, The population is about 3500, 

My work there was farming at which I worked up to the 
time I came to this country in 1914, 

2 -, The island of Cephalonia has a very fertile and rich 
soil. Te principal exports are currant wine, olive oil, nuts, 
and tobacce, There is also plenty of fruit, 

My home life was the same as any other farmer's, I 
had to work from the time I was five years old and had very 
little time for school. 

| The island is quite big and used to belong to England 


at one time, how long ago I could not say. The climate is 


just like that of California, There are not so many moun- 
tains but 1t is hilly like San Francisco, 

My parents are all deade .We were a family of six 
children of which I am the oldest. I am now nearly sixty 
years old, 

When I first came here I went to Chicage and worked 
at labor, anything I could get, then I worked as a bootblack 
and have been doing that work ever sinceg I used to make good 
money in Chicago, but here now it is very quiet, but I like 
it much better here, It is not so cold, and I would rather 
work for less and live here. I get along all right, always 
have something to eat and I am strong and healthy. 

That's all I save for, and if I cant make a dine, 
I'll take a nickel, so there you are, 
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I was born under Turkish rule in Cevalle, a seaport town 
near Saloniki, now belonging to Greece. My parents made sweets, 
and I think I spent moretime selling sweets than going to schoole 

I came here with my parents and I feel here, I think, 
about the same as if I were in Greece At home we speak Gpeek and 
on the street you hear different talks Well, I like the United 
States because here you get so much moneye Of course you pay 
only a few paras for many things in Cavalle, while here you pay 
cents for everything, and you get more cents too, when you works 

I have been in the ware 

Iam here to stay and with my wife. We are a big family 
as my parents are here with us, or we with them, now, I work 
for relief on the gang that is out at Lake Merced and I have been 
working on many other projectsSe 

Yes, I have been in the Presidio, on top of Twin Peaks 
and down the Marinas 

I should say that I certainly prefer the Federal crowd 
for distributing the relief any day as I had my experiences with 
the city hall gang, and I say any day that the Federal has charge 
of relief it will never come to crooked business as the city re= 


lief was. Yes, I remember the rotten food we had and the city 


maac us VeLLEV6 it was high priced, first-class food, Yes, we 


did put many a can in the ashcan and I am not surprised to say 


that t he city made great money on the bad food, We simply had 


to accept from them, like or no likes I remember one time when 


my wife did bring a dozen eggs home and, believe me, all the box 


was bad eggs, green and bad when you opened theme I am sure the 


city misses the great sums that are no longer coming ing I buy 
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“You wuld ask me all that, well, I say like you that I am 
d to have Roosevelt any day and Hoover was the one that did 
“tate yours to do nothing, snd and the same goes with Merriam. I just 
ae “aontt ‘mow what that fellow did before, or now is doing except 
collect the taxese 
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"You wuld ask me all chat, well, I say like you that I am 
) have Roosevelt any day and Hoover was the one that did 


veers to do nothing, and the same goes with Merriam. I just 


; lnow what that fellow did before, or now is doing except 
ect the taxese 
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I was born in Cephalonia on an island off the western 


part of Greece, The population is about 3500, 

My work there was farming at which I worked up to the 
time I came to this country in 1914, 

The island of Cephalonia has a very fertile and rich 
soil, T & principal exports are currant wine, olive oil, nuts, 
and tobacco, There is also plenty of fruit, 

My home life was the same as any other farmer's, I 
had to work from the time I was five years old and had very 
little time for school, 

The island is quite big and used to belong to England 
at one time, how long ago I could not saye The climate is 
just like that of California, There are not so many moun~ 
tains but it is hilly like San Francisco, 

My parents are all dead, We were a family of six 
children of which I am the oldest. I am now nearly sixty 
years old, 

When I first came here I went to Chicago and worked 
at labor, anything I could get, then I worked as a bootblack 
and have been doing that work ever sinces I used to make good 
money in Chicago, but here now it is very quiet, but I like 
it much better here. It is not so cold, and I would rather 
work for less and live here. I get along all right, always 
have something to eat and I am strong and healthy. 


That's all I save for, and if I cant make a dime, 


I'll take a nickel, so there you arée 
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| I was born in Cephalonia on an island off the western 
part of Greece. The population is about 3500, 

My work there was farming at which I worked up to the 
time I came to this country in 1914. 

The island of Cephalonia has a very fertile and rich 
soil, T 6 principal experts are currant wine, clive oil, nuts, 
and tobacco. There is also plenty of fruit, 

My home life was the same as any other farmer's, f 
had to work from the time I wag five years old and had very 
little time for school. 

The island is quite big and used to belong to England 
at one time, how long ago I could not say. The climate is 
just like that of California, There are not so many moun- 
tains but it is hilly like San Francisco, 

My parents are all dead. We were a family of six 
children of which I am the oldest. I am now nearly sixty 
years old. 

When I first came here I went to Chicago and worked 
at labor, anything I could get, then I worked as a bootblack 
and have been doing that work ever sinceg I used to make good 
money in Chicago, but here now it is very quiet, but I like 
it much better here, It is not so cold, and I would rather 
work for less and live here. [ set along all right, always 
have something to eat and I am strong and healthy. 

That's all I save for, and if I cant make a dine, 
I'll take a nickel, so there you are. 
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Greek. 


Snugeled closer to the mainland of Greece, whose 
history dates back many thousands of years, lies the island 
of Corfu, surrounded as it is, by the waters of the Ionian 
sea. Here, Nick was born, the eldest of a family of four boys. 
The father was a fisherman, and it was with difficulty that he 


was TVahKey Cnrast for 
fable to peatize a ae existence. 


At the age of twelve, Nick went to Constantinople where 
he remained for twelve years, before returning to Greece in order 
to serve his period of military service, which was compulsory at 
that time. Upon completion of his enlistment period, he returned 
once more to Turkey, remaining until he decided to try his luck 
in the United States which was in the year Ards Nena eee 

The first ten years of his new venture were spent in New 
York Gity, where he obtained renumerative employment at odd jobs. 
Then the urge to comegjest overcame him and as a result fe landed 


19/2 
in San Francisco/fn the year ninetsen-tenlwhere his brother ~was: 


already located. . 

| Nick has prospered since his advent £é2our fair city his 
means of livlinoca_faing 011 the way from working in a restaurant 
4 the ownership of several restaurants during the World's Fair in 
ieee seamrcbent <4, his present occupation, that of owner and 
operator of a grocery store. Now sixty-seven years of age, Nick is 
still single and as yet is not naturalized, although while in New 
York City, he Read obtained his first papers. 
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X, was born in Phary, Greece, in 1898. He was ore of 
fow children, all boys. H,s father owned a good-sized grocery 
store in the downtown section, X finished the sixth grade then 
quit school and went to work in a grocery store; he worked for 
his cousine He worked for his cousin for sometime, living at 
howe, He joined the navy when he was seventeen years old. He 
served for four years in the navy and was discharged as gunner's 
mate in 1919. He saved his money during his years in the navy 
and after his discharge he went back to Phary end bought his 
cousin's stores He made some money in the businesss in the next 
two years. He had made up his mind during his time in the navy 
that he wanted to see America, so, in 1921, he sold out, and with 
a pocketful of moneyy started for Ellis Island and New York Citye 

He bought a small confectioner's store in New York's lower 
east side, Here he found that competition was keen and that pro- 
fits came in pennies and but a few of thoséo He kept this store 
until 1924, then had a chance to sell out, and get enough cash 
to come to the coast, which he did,» 

He landed in San Frm cisco with a few dollars, enough pos-= 
sibly to keep him for a month, but so far as he knew he did not 
have a friend or an acquaintance, He started roaming around the 
city to see what the gods had in store for him, whe he recognized 
a name on a greek wholesale house, That same man's name used to 
be on a wolesale grocery house back in Phary, Greece and his 
father and cousin used to buy their groceries from there. On the 
chance that it might be the same people, or relatives, he went in 
to see them, He found that the senior partner was the same man 


he had known in Pary and that he had come hereto San Francisco 


in 1920, and with two countryment , had opened the San Francsico 
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X = Greek = 2 


business. X did not know this man well personally, but his father 
did, 

After talking with the wholesaler and telling hin his ex» 
periences for the past several years, the wholesaler put X to 
work in the warehouse and wrote X's father and told him that his 
son was working for him, and that he panned to set him up in bus- 
iness in a small store that he omed but whichwas vacant at that 
time. He asked X's father if he thought it would be all right» 
X's father wrote that hewould be very happy if the wholesaler 
would do this for his son and wuld vouch for his son's honestye 

The father was old and did not have the money td finance 
his son in this undertaking, After the wholesaler received his 
father's letter, he took it up fruther with X, and after the nec~ 
essary papers were drawn up and the note signed, he stocked the 
store for rl The atore is located on Nob Hill, X succeeded in 
running the store which he now owns. He paid off the note, with 
interest, in about three years, 

X has hever married, but he told me that when thinks pick 


up he is going to give it a trial. 
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Before the war there was a large colony of Greeks in 


Asia-Minor, in Smyrna, Over there in the district of Basma-Hane, 
just around the corner from the American Collegiate Institute 
and the church, there was a little store of odds and ends. That 
store belonged to Papa Costa who sold candies, cigars, different 
kinds of herbs, figs and bread. He used to knead the dough 
every day and bake bread in the next door bakery to sell to his 
customers o 
Papa Costa was a short, stout, heavy-set man, with a 
high chest, broad shoulders and abig buking stomach. He had 
dark hair and brown eyes with a merry twinkle in them like that 
pe. Sante Claus, He had a tanned countenance and wore a heavy 
twisted mustache, He was very strong. He was kind hearted. He 
could lift and carry a three hundred pound sack of raisins on 
his back with easee He had a fatherly attitude towards everybody » 
so the nicknamed him "Papa Costa." He was very cheerful and 
laughed heartily. He loved to make jokes. Because or tis geod 
nature he wag loved by everyone in the neighborhood. Papa Costa 
was a great friend to children, They used to Zo to his store to 
buy candy and home-made ice-creamo . . 
During the war, Papa Costa used to get dry figs, put them 
int rays, sprinkle them with seaame or almonds and brown them in | 
the oven to sell to his customers, They were delicious$t He | 


would cgll1 out loud "Sika Kalaj" which means "good figs for sale," 


In this way he made a living. Besides that, he used to do many 


errands for some rich people in the neighborhoods 
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Greek =- Papa Costa = 2 


Mr, Simonian, a wealthy fig merchant, lived on the same 
block. He had many acres of vineyards and olive orchards. He 
used to pack and send raisins and figs to different parts of 
Europe and America. Very often, Papa Costa used to go to his 
house and do errands for him, For irmtance, if any heavy work 
was to be done, Papa Costa used to go to his house--Papa Costa 
was always handy. In that house there was a cook named Kyria 
Maria, who had lived and worked with that family for nearly 
twelve years. She was very faithful, having been with them ever 
since the children were pabiese She was an able woman and a ood 
cook, The mistress was a kind and generous person who treated 
her maids gently and considered them as members of the familys 
The maids had their meals at the house, and besides their liberal 
salaries, their mistress supplied their clothing as well, During 
Christmas time they weren't forgotten either. They usually re- 
ceived a valuable piece of jewelry, a necklace, a ring or a 
bracelet, The mistress and her two daughters felt great pleasure 
in giving their presents when they were thanked so gratefully 
and had the blessing of t he Virgin Mary showered upon theme 

Kyria Maria had aaved all the good things she had and 
her hope-chest was full of lovely articles. She was a sober 
woman, about twenty-eight. Papa Costa was very often in her 
cozy kitchen. At last, one day, it was announced that they were 
going to be marriedse Papa Costa had certainly made a good choice ,. 
They were married in Smyrna in the year 1915, They were happy 
and everything was all right until the war broke oute 

The Turkish government sent all the young ment to war, 
Next, came the turn of the older men. Papa Costa was about 


thirty=-two years old thn. There was a rule that whoever gave 


fifty gold lira to the government would be exempt from the armys 
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Greek = Papa Costa = 3 


This payment for exemption was called bedel, So Papa Costa gave 
it at once. A few months afterwards they collected a second 
time, then a third time, until most of his savings were gones 
After getting bedel three times, they would accept no more money 
and took him at last as a soldier, The older people were sent 
to construct roads. So, after a few yeas of hard times, he 
came back home safely, After enduring all that at the hands of 
the Turks who nearly robbed him of all his savings, he decided 
not to live in that country any more. 

Byria Maria had a brother in New York, working in a res-= 
taurant as chef. After they received a letter of encouragement, 
they decided to come to America, the land where the treacherous 
Turks could molest them no more, Papa Costa did not know a word 
of English but he had some money. He thought he could become a 
peddler or work in a Greek restuarante They hada little, chubby 
boy of six who was named Andony. They arrived in New York in 
1920, in September, At first, Papa Costa worked in a restaurant 
washing dishes, pealing potatoes, etc. After he learned a little 
English he got a wagon and sold peanuts, candy, popcorn and sand= 
wiches He continued this work for several years and was quite 
successful » 

He had heard that there were many Greeks in San Frm cisco 
working in various businesses. Some had confectionery stores, 
som grocery stores,others restaurants, etc, and they were all more 
a less prosperous, So he came to San Francisco in 1928 and bought 
a lunch counter where his good wife helps him as she is a compe= 
tent cooke Now they have a little girl, too, born in New York. 
Her name is Theodora, The boy attends the high school and helps 


his father after school and on Saturdays and holidays. 
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“Greek ~ Papa Costa = 4 


They like San Francisco very much, particularly since 
they have lived in a sea=port town. San Francisco is much like 
Smyrna in many waySe 

Papa Costa loves fishing. Whenever he can get away from 
his business, he takes his family in his car and drives to the 
beach. In his restaurant he has a specialty of sea-foods, such 
as crabs, oysters, etce 

Greeks, like Italians, are very fond of sea=food,. Their 
country being surrounded by sea, they haye been good fishermen 
and have been a sea=-faring people. Naturally, they are good 
swimmers too, 

Papa Costa and his wife like the climate of San Francisco 
and have settled her for good. They do not intend to go backto 
the old country. They have many friends and lead a sociable lifes 
They are both Orthodox in religion, and are proud of their native 
country, Greece, and of its past glorye 

They still retain some of their old customs, but their 
children, being educated in this country, naturally will become 
good American citizens. At home, they sepak both Greek and Eng- 
lish, so the, 6hildren have learned both languages. 

Papa Costa became a citizen five years ago. They are 
very glad to be in this beautiful country and they always write 


favourably of it to their relatives and friendse 
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Be. Xe was born in Athens, Greece, July 16, 1885, His 
Deena was an Olive oil merchant who owned several olive groves 
in the country and had his own factory for the conversion of o= 
lives into oil, According to Mre Se, his father was qa wealthy 
man, as had been his parents and great=grandparents-<they had all 
been olive merchants. Mr. X's father was a graduate of the 
University of Athens. His mother also came from a well-to-do 
family; she had what was considéred at that time as being an excel- 
lent education for a woman, being graduated from high school and 
being proficient in languages and musics Mr.» Ss says that she 
played the harp beautifully, and that he has some very pleasant 
memories of her playing and singing for the family in the evenings. 
Mr. X finished high school in Athens at the age of fourteens 
His father had planned to send him to the University of Athens, 
but X had plans of his own. He had heard grand tales of wealth 
and happiness and adventure in the United States so one day he 
packed his clothes and left home to seek his fortune in the worlde 
Luckily, one of his father's friends happened to see hi before he 
had got very far and sent him home. His father, after discussing 
the question with X, decided to aid him in his venture, He bought 
X a first-class ticket to the United States and set him to one of 
his friends in Chicago. When X arrived in Chicago, he was a 
very bewildered boy=-he says that everything seemed unbelievably 
big, hurried and mixed up. Ne was homesick, and almost decided 
to turn round and take the same boat back to Greece, However, he 
had enough boyish pride to want to stick it out. His father's 
friend owned several candy stores in Chicago and was quite wealthy 
X's father had communicated to him some plans for his son, He 


wanted X to graduate from a university and then start a branch of 
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X = Greek = 2 
his olive business in Chicago, and thence to try to extend it 
over the entire United States, He hadn!t realized that it would 
be impossible for X to enter any American university with a decree 
from a Greek high school (it appears that the high school in Greece 
is comparable only to our junior high school here), Anyway, X 
discovered that he would have to go all through high school here, 
in order to gain admittance to the University of Chicago, I 
should mention that X had a fairly good cormand of English, having 
been taught it by his father and mother who both spoke the language 
fairly well, X entered high school and got his degree in tw years, 
then entered the University of Chicago, During that time, he 
had lost all interest in olives and had decided to become a con 
struction engineer. He was a good student and not afraid of hard 
worke He was graduated at the age of twenty with honours, 

His father had died the year before his graduation and 
the business in Greece needed his care for he was the only son 
(he had four sisters), In 1906, therefore, he returned to Greece, 
While he was there he transferred all his father's interests to 
the care of an uncle, got his family all settled and returned to 
this country, bringing his eldest sister with himey=she was then 
seventeen, They stayed in Chicago about two months, when X was 
given a pos tion with the Pe Ge & E. Co and was transferréd to 
Salt Lake City. This was the first time in his life that Mr, 
X had had financial worries, He then began to have a rather hard 
time and many times wished he had left his sister home where 
she would have been well looked after. He felt that he could 
take no more help from his family for his father's business had 
not done well in the past few years and the amount of money his 


father had left seemed just enough to care for his mother and 


Sisters, 
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X = Greek =- 3 


X's sister, at that time, was atfending the Sacred Heart 
College in Salt Lake City, She made friends with a young Catho-= 
lic girl there. This girl later begéame X's wifey Xs worked for 
the PeGedH,. for two years on a project near Salt Lake @ity, after 
which he was transferred to San Francisco. His sister was engaged 
to marry a young man whom she had met in Salt Lake City, and when 
they heard this news they decided to be married immediatelye 
Her fiance was a young Mormon of Swedish descent--he held a good 
job in a department store owned by his father, so X agreed to the 
marriage. He rather disliked leaving Utah himself since he was 
betrothed to the girl he had met through his sister, however, he 
felt in no position to get married, He-had three more sisters 
whom he wanted to help, He promised his fiancee that he would 
send for her as soon as he could--she was at that time taking 
a kindergarten traini-g course at the University of Utah, 

Four years passed, and in this time X had brought two 
more sisters over, one still in high school, the other attending 
the University of California, xX then decided he had done enough 


for his family and that he had enough money saved to send for the 


girl in Salt Lake City. He did so and they were married in Novem 


ber, 1911, 

X, through all these years, had seemd to possess excellent 
business judgment and hadbecome fairly well off by investing in 
stocks and bonds, He and his wife had three children, two boys 
and one girl, wnose lives X had planned before they were borne 
it was here that X seemed to lose his judgment, His wife, throvgh 
all the years that the children were growing, up,. endeavoured 
tO cOnvice him Sheat it was impossible, futile and stupid to believe 


that one can plan anyone's life, She failed to convince him, 


and thus came X's first real dissolusionment, and, what he thought 
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failures He had wanted his elder son to become a physicians 


This boy is exceptionally musical=-X recognizes that fact but 


cannot think of music as anything but an avocation--something 
to give one pleasure, but not a business, He sent this boy to 
Standford when the boy wanted to attend a conservatory of umsic, 
as a result, the boy left Stanford without telling his father 
and enrolled in the Collece of the Pacific, His father said 
then that he could sink or swim, that he was no longer any son 
of his, The boy did excellent swimming, however. He worked his 
way through college and his now the youngest man in the San Fran= 
eisco Symphony Orchestra, X» seems somewhat to have forgiven him 
but he still insists that music is no way to make moneys He has 
apparently become most money-minded and is constantly using the 
expressiong 'the AlmightyDollar', He lost a great deal of money 
during the depression, but seems still to be well off, It makes 
one wonder why he should worry so much about moneye 

His darghter, also, was a great disappointment to him, 
He had wanted her to become a school teacher, She graduated from | 
the university and married immediately afterwards. She married 
aman who is an aviator in the United States Air Service, I have 
known this girl for abour five years and think her one of the 
most brilliant persons I have ever known, She made Phi Beta 
Kappa at California without ever seeming to studye She majoried 
in foreign languages and appears to have a thorough knowledge of 
Greek, Spanish, French, German and Sanskrit. It does seem too 
bad that, with a mind like her's, she should not go ahead and learn 
and learn; she should do research of some kind and help the world . 
She is, however, too beautiful a girl to have stayed single and 


to have done the things she could have done,g She was her father's 
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favorite and he also had ambitious idéas for her; her marriage 
seemed to bfeak his heart, I think she'll soon want more than 
just a home, husband and children and will do some work with 
langauges, She has already told me of this desire, but X, enter-= 
tains no such hopes; he says that a married girl has no right 
nor time to be interested in anything but her husband's careere 

He is now building all his hopes on his younger son whos 
is still in high school. He is now to be the physician in the 
X family, I'm afraid X is doomed to disappointment there, too 
as that boy's sole ntardie in life at present is music, He 
like the elder son, has taken up the study co two instruments and 
seems naturally so good in msic that it is a part of him. He 
if very fond of his father and always says , "Sure, I'll be a 
doctor," but afterwards, when his father isn't aroudn he Says, 
"but when I'm through being a doctor, I'm going to get into the 
Orchestra with my big brothers." He warks hard at his music, 
practices several hours a day and is already in two jazz orches~ 
tras, although he's only fifteens 

At present, Xs has taken up as a hobby that which was his 
father's fondest dream, he was worked up a clientele over. th 
entire United States for his olive ofl, He owns several groves 
here, and uses the same ma@hod of conversion his father used, He 
is still a very active man and one admires him very much for the 
real success he has made of his life, | 

Mra, X seems to be the only one who can understand both 
her children and her husband, His ideas seem old-fashioned and 
selfish to outsiders and to his children, but he has managed so 
many lives it seems just ho have become a habit with him. He had 


even expected to pick his daughter's husband, just as he had picked 
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his sisters' husbands. They all appeared to be excel- 


ns 
 .- 


I believe that both Mr, and Mrs. X have had a very happy 
7 “Ure though they differ in many of their ideas, but Mrs. X realé 


_ 


Bisse tsk arguing with X is just a waste of time, She is really 


_ @ much more broad-minded person than he is and because of this 
she is usually proven right. I think that when x accepts the 
“fact that his children, being like him, will arrange their own 
Betis, he will be a much more contented man, Mrde X» wlways 

“J Says that he will adjust himself to it some day end that then 
ia everything will be all right for him and that he will have peace 


ie a a: his heart again. 
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Sunggled close to the mainland of Greece, whose hise- 


: tory dates back many thousands of years, lies the island of 
EC Corfu, surrounded, as it is, by the waters of the Ionian seas 


Here Nick was born, the eldest of a family of four boyse 
The father was a fisherman and it was with difficulty that he 
was able to make enough for a scant existences 

At the age of twelve, Nick went to Constantinople where 
he remained for twelve years, before returning te Greece in 


order to serve his period of military service which was come 
. ‘pulsory at that time. Upon comple tion of his enlistment 


period, he returned once more to Turkey, remaining there 
until he decided to try his luck in the United States, which 
was in the year 1900, 

The first ten years of his new venture were spent in 
New York City where he obtained remumerative employment at 
odd jobs. Then the urge to come west overcame him and as a 
result, he landed in San Francisco where his brother was ale 
ready located, in the year 1910, 

Nick has prospered since his advent in our fair city, 
his means of livelihoed going all the way from working in a 
restaurant to the ownership of several restaurants during the 
World's Fairy in 1915, md up to his present occupation that 


of owing and operating a grocery store. Now sixty-seven years 


© OF age, Nick is still single and as yet is not naturalized, 


although, while he was in New York he obtained his first paperse 
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Sunggled close to the mainland of Greece, whose his~ 
tory dates back many thousands of years, lies the island of 
Corfu, surrounded, as it is, by the waters of the Ionian sea, 
Here Nick was born, the eldest of a family of four boys. 

The father was a fisherman end it was with difficulty that he 
was able to make enough tox a scant existences 

At the age of twelve, Nick went to Constantinople where 
he remained for twelve yetrs, before returning to Greece in 
order to serve his pe riod of military service which was come 
pulsory at that time, Upon comple tion of his enlistment 
period, he returned onee! more to Turkey, remaining there 
until he decided to try his luck in the United States, which 
was in the year 1900, 

The first ten years of his new venture were spent in 
New York City where née obtained remunerative employment at 
odd jobs. Then the unige to come west overcame him and as a 
result, he landed in! Shu Francisco where his brother was ale 
ready located, in the yeue 1910, 

Nick has pinebie since his advent in our fair city, 
his means of Liveltnoed going all the way from working in a 
restaurant to the ownership of severgl restaurants during the 
World's Fair in 1915, md up to his present occupation that 
of owing and operating a grocery store. Now sixty-seven years 


of age, Nick is still ‘single and as yet is not naturalized, 
although, while he was a iNew York he obtained his first paperse 
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Sunggled close to the mainland of Greece, whose his- 
tory dates back many thousands of years, lies the island of 
Corfu, surrounded, as it is, by the waters of the Ionian sea, 
Here Nick was born, the eldest of a family of four boys. 
The father was a fisherman and it was with difficulty that he 
was able to make enough for a scant existences 

At the age of twelve, Nick went to Constantinople where 
he remained for twelve years, before returning to Greece in 
order to serve his period of military service which was com= 
pulsory at that time. Upon comple tion of his enlistment 
period, he returned once more to Turkey, remaining there 
until he decided to try his luck in the United States, which 
was in the year 1900, 

The first ten years of his new venture were spent in 
New York City where he obtained remunerative employment at 
odd jobs. Then the urge to come west overcame him and as a 
result, he landed in San Francisco where his brother was al-= 
ready located, in the year 1910, 

Nick has prospered since his advent in our fair city, 
his means of livelihood going all the way from working in a 
restaurant to the ownership of severgl restaurants during the 


World's Fair in 1915, md up to his Bresent occupation that 


of owing and operating a grocery store. Now sixty-seven years 


of age, Nick is still single and as yet is not naturalized, 


although, while he was in New York he obtained his first paperse 
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the editor of a spiritual magazine published weekly. It was 
called "Rahnuma" which means a guide. It was in the Turkish 
language vith Armenian writing. 

Madame Marie, in whose life we are interested, is the 
niece of Professor Krikorian. Her father was a well-known minis~ 
ter. First, he worked in Aintab, kater,in Manchester, Englands 

Marie had an uncle in England, so, after the massacre in 
1895, they went to live there because they could no longer trust 
their lives to the Turks. Marie and her sister Isabelle spent 
their childhood in Manchester and were educated there, Marie's 
sister, Isabelle, lives in New York now, She is very wealthy. 
At one time she established an orphanage and provided for the 
orphans with her own means. Marie went to designing school in 
England because she had exceptional talents as a designero 

In 1908 Marie came to New York to see her sister. She 
was just eighteen then, a lovely young girl. She met a nice, 
educated, Armenian who had come from Bitlis, a place near Van 
in Armenia. His name was Vahan Donabedian, They got marriede 
He was a rug merchant. He was very delicate so the doctors told 
him to go to California to live and for that reason they came to 
San Francisco. They had a baby girl who died in infancy. A year 
after thet Mr. Donabedian died, Thus Madame Marie was left all 
alonee 

Madame Marie started to repair rugs, to mend fine laces, 
etc. It was then that Mr. Dimitriades, being a bachelor, pro=- 
posed tonhers They were married in San Francisco in 1914 ard 
had a nice famlye 

Mr. Dimitriades still works for the New York Life Insur= 


ance Company. During the depression it was a little hard to sell 
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new policies but Mrs. Dimitriades is so talented that she has 
earned good money and filled in the gap. She is very artistic. 
At one time, she used to make beautiful lamp shades, decorated 
with pretty flowers or beads, all made by hand. Also, she mends 
fine laces and is clever &t all kinds of handwork. She has many 
friends among the society people in San Francisco. Before her 
advent the rich people used to send their valuable, antique, em= 
broideriss, laces and ornaments to Paris to be repated but now they 
give them to her. A single handkerchief costs fifty dollars. 
Besides that, Madame Marie can make lovely bridal veils for 
society peoples She takes orders and makes them all by hands 

They have three healthy, intelligent children, The 
eldest son, Daniel, is a tall boy of eighteen, Next there is 
a pretty girl, Gloria, sixteen, the youngest is a boy with a 
Greek name. They all go to school. The boys belong to the Boy 
Scouts, They are leaders of their group and hold offices. 

Mr. and Mrs, Dimitriades both became citizens a long time 
Age 

Mrs, Dimitriades went to England last year and visited all 
her relatives, uncles, aimts, cousins and their families, about 
seventy-two all tolde On her way back she visited some of the 
principal cities of the United States. She stovped at W, shington 
and saw the White House, 

They are both good, loyal American citigens and their chil- 
dren, although of Greek and Apmenian parentage, have every op= 
portunity to become ideal citizens. 

The sped the English language at home and have adopted 
Anerican modes and customs. They do not cling to ancient ideas 


and customs. They regard America, with its best form of govern= 


— a on  sebabrs ald! - a mL, ¢ 


4 ae sealed 
See: cteag Asie 
ear ais dnid Bodeotod 02 at nobatitimid 


+ % 7 Fy Se: 


solide tise “ et ae gag ott at DelsEx 
sham ode eit, sbrect yo eben Ils sahaed 0° | aiter 
ena gad ede eto Berar! to ebsatt ffs de teuelo noe tet | 
tod exotsd , dpatonen't cae. ct eIqood yietoos edt sats . relat 
=e orp lites ~oldaulay tects Bree od bean efqosc dole ‘ort guevbs © 
yort wor gud Hotaqet od of Bitel ov o Seaman haa nooal edo! oa f 
aeteilob ystit adeos ‘to tetoreontieract ofast e A tend of coc eye 

tot eftey Lebind abe exant tao ofteM eaaball cto  eoblasdal 

sOrtot yd Ile matt esata fre dtabeo waded oie setqune qietoos on 

edt sdoarbl trio tcegiiiednt wid Laod eetd? evari cot 

at exedd dxot «tftoetdyte to yoo ILat s et _lotmed oa ‘teobie 

2 adtiw tod s nt teegnuoy edt cnoadute ~attokD oleh wideaq 
you edt -oF gnofed eyod ad? sfooroe oF op Ife vec? .emant 
weocttto bloc ona quong tied? Yo auébael ets ved? sedios 


omid goot s enresitio emasoed dtod eebettt held yet Bas iM 


ffLe bediatv Sap TAOY teal Soefacdt ot tesow eebattd bat ll 

duods ,aetitust whedd bere entonos: ieee’ ,belony wovidelot rod 

ett te emoe Hhetiely ore Mord - yer cet 0 sblod the orsccanerse 7 
nodga tte W os bargote eff ,aetadarbettot ed? to aoktto feqtontac 

;  penioll ot La att wae . 

eftdo vtedtd a sneetits cd Eeventhh facot Boog, stot eva eed. | —/ 

“qo yaer? ova yogedaetag nated bas cant to daicaa 3 = 

| irene omoediat 3 ove oa 5 


hetgobe ever dre wet oe 


enedt dretone od aiskee torr ob — eae 


me. re vapor 


nicey3 Yo wnat seed cot ete, veo y-bcaged doce 


ray, pre | pre 


: ei x =a 
tere 
4 pe 


. Vie SMR 


a 


ese! tf i) oe : 


‘They feel proud 


an OS 
a 


nd respect | 
s free country which is the safest and best 


rs 
iy 


a % 


. - % 7 


ip @ 
. ie ara. 
=a 


ee a 
sonny & | ; | 
eles ed 4 


me 
5 | = ie ole -. 


fetter i Restaurant Owner- Age 41 years. 
hot horn in Arcadia near fropilli of middle class peasent stock. 
His fether owned some land and ran a livery stable. He went 

j thr he first two years of grammer high in his native village. 
fhen his Father died when he was fifteen and he came to America 
to be with his two brothers who were living in Geneva ,New Lork, 
His brothers sent him $35 for the passage. For the next year and 
a half he made his living shining shoes, and then he wrote to an 
; uncle in Salt Lake City, and on his advice came west to work in 

| the mines. Although the pay was good,§$2.75 a kee Hee quit the 


mines efter three deys because the work was too hard, and soon 


got a job in a cafe,which he kept for four years. 


e time and then came to Galifornia. He worked in San Francisco 
for two years, and then, in 1918 bought a Cafe in Hayward which 


peal 


| | Wihen Uteh went dry, he moved to Arizona where he worked for 
‘he still owns. He has been *married twelve years to the same 
‘ never was in jail, and has one tae” The first eight year swhieh 
| he ran the business were the best. Five years ago he hired wight 
deri 1p now he hires three and he and his wife both work. He 
keeps going by "just keeping back the bills." He wes one of the 


- first to comply with the N.R.A. by hiring an extra man and watching 


hours. But after two months he found that the others were 
chizzelérs so he let this man go. He has a very attractive 

+ * personality, and was very willing to tell me what he thought 

‘ of the present situation. "Maybe I'm wrong", he said,™Maybe I'M 
‘By right,“ but I think here the trouble lies. There ere too many 
inventions and mechinery . That what took jobs away from people. 
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‘She was born in Olympia, which is in the centrak portion 


sreece, of peasant stick. Her father owned a small farm, 71/2 
Pain wheat and 7 1/2 aches in vineyerds. Shenwasconesof’ seven 
ildren,and Ghe never worked in anyone else's fields in her native 
3 age. When she was 23 her father took her to New York, leaving 
‘his wife end other children behind to wat{co) the farm. Her father 
sot a good job as a gardner just outside of ee elie not 
"want her to work, but she got tired of doing nothing so she went 

| New York and got a job in a haundry. She worked there a year 
and e half and then her-friend San told her about this fellow, and 
1 1a him about her, and they met and weee married a week later. 
"Seven years ago her father went beck to Greece. He did not like 
‘the customs over here. She never worked in the restaurent until 

ar ago when things got so bad. Now she gets up at five and 
eeou 6 to 10, goes home from 10 to 12 and does the housework, 
rks in the restaurant from 12 to 2 and from 5 to 9. It 


) much work with the housework. She has one child, a girl 
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